| Thr Way ro Prace. 


'A FUNERAL 


SERMON 


On Fob 23.27; 


Preached upon the Deceaſe: 
' Of the Right Honourable 


ELIZABETH-$ 3} 
Counteſs of Ranalagh.. Wh = 


By DANIEL BURGESS. 


—O— 


kf London, Printed by F. D. for Jonathan: 
Robinſon, in St. Paul's gs 
and Brab. Ailmzr 1n C ornhill, 69g 


Wa 


_— 
_— 


—_ 


T o the Right Honourable 
Ricxiard Earl of Ranalagh, 


And to his moſt Vertuous Daughters, 
EL1ZAaBETH Counteſs of Kildare, * 


Lady FRANCEL, and Lady KATHERINE Fortes. 


My Lord,-and Ladies, 2 
Have performed this ſmall Service, to the” | 
Memory-of -one deſerving to be had' in} * 
everlaſting Remembrance ! _ 4 

The Part of it which concerns her Heavenly 
Vertues, claimeth as its undoubted Right, and 23 
is fare to have, your moſt honour able Teſtimo- 
». Although the whole be ſo blemiſh'd with. © 
the Authors Imperfettions, that it. deſerueth* 
his Bluſh, and needeth your Pardon: ! | 
A Pardon, whereof he deſpairs not ; becauſe, © 
through ee overflowing Aﬀection untothe - 
Deceaſed, You have pleaſed to honour me with- 
reat Favours, And becauſe, as every * 
dne ſeeth, the Greateſt and the Beſt Perſons: : 
be not the hardeſt to pleaſe! "eb 
© My. Gratitude ſhall ever: keep my Pre 1 


1 (ww ) 
mily! Whereof, ſo renowned Relatives, us 
your Lord{hip's incomparable Mother, the - 
Iuſtrious Roger Earl of Orrery, and the in. 
mortal Mr. Robert Boil, have long ago obliged 
me to be a true Votary ! 
 . May your Redeemer's Grace hold you aft 
© pon the Precipices of your Profperity | And 
make your ſecular Grandeurs to become Teſti 
© monies of his preſent Favour, and Pleages of 
+ your future Felicity | 
' - May your Perſons and Off-ſpring be Bleſ- 
* ſings to this World ! And when you are Tranſl 
' ted to the next, May you carry the Peace of i 
” God with you, and leave the Praiſe of Mes i 
- behind you. 


Thus prayeth 


Your Honours moſt Obliged, 
and moſt Obedient Servant, 


DANIEL BURGES. 
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A SERMON preach'd. upon the ; ; 
* | Deccalcof the right Honou- | 
|| rable ELIZABETH,. 
' Counteſsof Ranglagh. 


Job 22. 21. Acquaint now thy ſelf with 
Elm, and be at Peace, thereby Good ©: 
ſhall come unto thee. | 


HE Lion hath rored, who will not © 

Fear ? Deabh harh, this Year, 
bin indeed the Kzng of Terrors. + 
And, weare deaf unro Thunder,. -; 
if, yet, we do not Hear and Fear. The Ex-: ©: 
« Weelent of the Earth, it hath taken from this: -; 
 WEarth! Yea, the Mighty bwftrnments atid: © 
glorious Ornaments of our: Weal. Open: 3 
your Volumes, O ye antient Records! and} -* 
name us, if ye can, ſuch a MART as this: -- 
Kingdom ang World hath loſt in this Year ;. | 


Wick @ Cedar, ſuch an Olive, ſuch a Vine, - 
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ſuch a Guardian-Angel ! Bleſſed be the F4. 
ther of Mercies ; he hath continued to us 
the nurſing Father of our Country ! But of 
what a Mother-hath he bereaved it ? You 
have heard, and joined (EF hope) in the 
- National Groans, ſuch as {pake Church and 
* State to be half-expiring. You have ſeen 
the whole Realm rurn'd into a Houſe of 
- Mourning ! And now, 

+  T need not tell you, the Lion ſtill rores ! 
Our offended God hath not yet done with 
' us, No, but is fill Writing bitter things 
| againſt us; and hath ſfained the Glory of 
this Month with additional Darkneſs. Re- 
” moved another burning and ſhining Light of 
| our World ; another rare Exemplar f 
* Chriſtian Piety. You do know what a 
| Princeſs thereot is fallen ; for, you know the 
Lady RANALAGH is deceaſed. 

My. buſineſs hereon, is not to ſound an 
Excomium, but preach a Sermon. For, we 
- need to be Inſtruted, ſhe needs not be 
- Praiſed. Ir is well enough known, how. 
” nearly Diamonds do imitate the Stars of 
+ Heaven ; how far the Moo out-ſhineththe 


” Lamps which ſurround her; and how yaltly 
F-+by Eleft Lady did excel the Commoners of 
' the Houſhold of Faith ! | 


14.4 
[t is true, an «#ter Silence of her SanQit) 
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the Counteſs of Ranalagb. 7 
would be Sacrilege. To bury fo much of 
Heaven in dark Oblivion, would together 
rob God of Praiſe, and his Church of Profit. 
Yea, the World of a due Debr. For, Saints | 
Examples be their Legacies to the whole 
World; and, when they are by any means *' 
detained, it 15 no leſs a'Number that 1s de- 
frauded of ſo rich a Treaſure. Wherefore, 
(as a more compleat Memorial of this La- 
dy, is expeCted from the fitteſt 
Hand) there ſhall not be want- m_— 
ing what will be of ſome im- paſo, 
rt in this Sermon. | 
This, whoſe Theme is the Text, which 
ſhe bound about her Neck, wrote on the Table - 
of her Heart ; held faſt, awd kept as her Life. | 
WM As that, which, when ſbe Walked, did Lead * 
© MN ler: when ſbe Slept, did Keep her ; when ſhe 
Awaked, did Talk. with her. The Text, | 
a WI which ſhe thought eminently-apt ta give | 
© Wl Subtility to the moſt Simple; and, to theta 
x Indocile, both K nowledg os Diſcretion.” T1 oy 
"8 Text, which I have hoped (through th&7 
LI inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt) to find fuk 
CY at this time. 
Inaſmuch as it. preſents, both the 
- Whole Counſel of God unto mw; © + © 
and, our | 


Whol Encouragement (fove © Gog to ſolon it! 4 
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| The Counſel, is One'and All ; to Ae. 
| quaizt our ſelves with God, And the Fn. 
couragement 15 noleis; Peace and allGul ML 
. from- Him. Familiarly, the Hebrews d Wt! 
- ſpeak Imperatively, when they mean Fu MW t1 
| turely ; Be at Peace, 1s as much as, Thy Mt! 
- ſbalt be at Peace. And, an Indefinit (inn MC 
» meteſſaria) is an Univerſal ; Good ſhall cony 

* arte thee, is plainly, All Good fhall cone Mt 
unto thee ! if 
* © "Þhefe Particulars, run, without more MW 1 
ado, 1nto this Pofition: Acquarntance with 
” God is the way to. Peace and all Good. 

- | The Izc/i#4tion unto Peace and Good, is 
” as univerſal as our Nature. And, fo is the 
| Capacity of it; for, unto All chat will ac- 
© -ceptit on his Terms, it-is offcred by God 
Grace. His Offer is unqueſtionably fincere; 
* and no Man is Miſerable, but by the Fault 
- of ys own Will, Never--periſhed any 
 AWit- Reprobate, but:by'being Obſtinate, 
And, -as to Man's Dire, it is moſt appa- 
+ rently Eager; witneſs, its Purſuits of all 
exmaginary Good; -and its Flights from all 
F appreherided Oppoſites, I is not, 'as th 
--— © © Sandof Africs, 'Cold-andBar- 
£9 _ ren; bur, as it's ſaid of Sexthis, 
a... - tho all things, belide, befi® 
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the Counteſs of Ranalagh. ©9 

ity therein, is hot as' Fire. So muſt we: 
fay of Lapſed and unrenewed Man : his 

4 WW Lof after Happineſs is till moſt Plagrant, 

o W though all right Vnderfanding of jrs Na-' 
» MW ture, and of the way to attain it, and of + 
« the Neceſſity of attending te the Divine * 
« WM Oracles to learn both, be utterly ExtinEt. 1 
t By means hereof, the many (and, next * 
: WW i 411) do ſeek Peace where it 1s not0'b& * 
found. Grope for it in the furrows of the 
e WI Feld, hunt for it in Parks, trade for t'in 3 
6 WW Ships, flatter for it in Courts, fight for itin* | 
Battels. Not averted from rhe Folly ef 
s Wtheir Toils, by the Fruſtration of 'their© 5 
c MW Hopes ; while the Earth ſaith of Happineſs,.: 
- WI is not inme; the Sea ſaith, Is is not ty me 5 
s MW and imperial Crowns do ſay as demonſtra- 
tively, We have not the Gem y0u look for Þ * 
But, as more ſilly Birds than the Hiſtorians, © 
they continue to flock unto the Paijtag 
Grapes. And, as under Inchantment, keep : 
» MW fying at Impoſſibilities, without ſhame of - 
| MW Diſappointment. -' ek 
The Truth T have propoſed, 'is'Diving” 
Eye-falye. Which, if the good *Spirit do * 
ſet in with ir, will enlighten our Minds 3 
I 2nd - give us; to fee betrer bibs, Even 
I vithe Sight which ſhall ravifh our Hearts, 
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10 A Funeral Sermon on 
| ſuit of them. In order to this, be it at- 


tentlyely . conſidered what is the Acquaix- 
tance of God, and what the Peace and Good MC 


which infallibly follows it. 4 

L : W 
h. I. Of Acquaintance with God. el 

in 


* . Accomprehenlive Duty, the whole Conti- 
* went of Religion! A ſhort Map wheredf, ſ 
. followeth in theſe Poſitions. 

* ;Poſit. 1. Acquaintance with God conſiſteth ol 
' iu theſe Particulars, viz. (1.) Kyowledg of t 
* Him; of Him and of his Will, as revealed G 
* 3n_ his Word. As many as are acquainted {MW " 
with Him, muſt kyow him from the leaſt to MP 
| the greateſt, Jer. 31. 33. Ignorance, per- M6 
- feltly alienates; tor, both i» Nature and ll" 
| Grace, the Mind goes before the Will ; nei- b 
- ther canthis Chuſe, more than that Kyows. 
” £Qz non Sentit nou Conſentit, Jeti. Hence is, 
* the Inchoation of this Acquaintance ſaid to 
| be made, by the opening of our Eyes or. Un- 
+ deritandings, AFs 26.18, The Increeſe of 
1t, : tobe made by Knowledg, 2 Per. 3. 18. 
* And the- Perfedion of it in;Heaven, to be 
- made: by. ſeeing God as He is, : 1'Foh. 3: 
"Such: an iagredient of Acquaintance, |.is 
: Knowledg.. I mean, Natural Knowledg, 
| corrected and colarged by Seriprurdh;; and. 


_ the (ounteſs of Ranalagh. 112, - 
both refined and raiſed by Spiritual. Bats, - 
zre not Saints; and Moles, are none of. 
God's. Friends, But, without the Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Revelation giving clearneſsand 
ſweetneſs unto their Knowledg, the great- 
eſt DoCtors and Sophi's are no more ; Kyow- 
ing nothing as they ought to know, 
(2.) Reverence of Him, is alſo 1n this Ac« 
pence. By this Reverence, I under- 
and not that Fear, which is the Baſtard; _ 
Wot Error ; and ſprings from a conceit that. 
"Wi the ſupream King is a Tyrant. Void. of. * 
BE Goodneſs, tho full of Power ;. Almighty, but. 
| WI not oſt Merciful. A Fear, which blaf-. 
WW themes God, and: tormenteth Man; draws : 
HW God in the frightful Pi#ere, and puts Man # 
WW into. the diftratting Terror, of the Devil; * 
I Reverence, is the mixes 4ffetion of Love: 


and regulates his Servants. ., Sheweth bis, 
Majeſty to be Serene, as well as Dread. 
and: maketh his SubjeQs both Copfident 20d. 
Humble : . That is, .as Holy Angels be, moth; 
qvernable,.. and, not at all. ſervile..; For. 3 
ir Fulgeſs ofyJoy is not, abated, by the? 
Reyerence Which, compoles them for Ado-- | 
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12 4 Funeral Sermon'on 
- ration. The Covering of their Faces, doth p 
| got in the lealt” prejudice their Beatifc Yi. MW 
2, Now fo eſſential is this Reverence' Mb 
unto Acquainrance with God, that Pagan MW! 
* Moraliſts could nor but ſee it jn their Dark- Wc 
- neſs. With them, all Religion was ſtiled Re. Mol 
=.  werence ; and all who followed" W'! 
* Euaſiis, 0: ' jt were named Men of Reve. WL 
. \-"reace. The divinely inſpired W 
 Writersare in norhing more expreſs. The' Wi! 
God of 1/ya#l, is called the Fear or Reve. MG 
; fil Iſrael, Ge, 31. 42, And, He zb4' W!! 
| one f tobe fearel, Plal. 75. 17. His Pear Wi: 
. Reverence,' is alſo ſaid to be our Wiſ- MW 
dom, Job 28. 28.” The 'Bz inning, Or (35 W4 
I | that Texr rather' ſpeaks) the Iſo 
|, Cofll. Arſw. Principal Part of i it, Pſal. 111, Witt 
' Loc _ * 10. Inſomuch that it is beyond Wt! 
. all peradventure; they who 
koow not the Divine Goodneſs, fo as to 
© fear its Forfeiture; and know not his Great- 
rel, ſo as fo' fear the Frowns of his Dif- 
q ſure ; my are alienated, and Enemies 
Ii Their Minds ! 
(3) Love of Him. Love that conſiſts 
Eftimarin and Choice. Our Yaluation 
h Excelleakits, and - 


of 


Option of him 
fort jo. "Then, we lo! Ge : vr 
+5 determine Him” to be thi EP 
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the Connteſs2f Raralagh. 15 
per, Obje& of qur Happinels;; and our . 
Heart 54 renouncing all Competitors, do enje 
 Whbrace Him as{pch. - Conſtancy is to.be upy 
; Mugderftood in both 3 and ſ0.is Tranſcendeny 
Mc. Conftergy ;. becauſe, atranfient Poſſon 
 Mcf Love, without the firm and fixed. Vere 
| Mis of it, is unworthy of the Name of 
. MLove.. Should a Man, fora-Fit, equal the ' 
| {moſt paſſionate Love of the Holy Martyrsy 
if, by-and by, .his Efteem and Choice 'ﬆ 
God do expire, he is to be.numbred amon 
/ thoſe who have not the true Love of God 
- Min them, Again, Tranſcendency.; becauſe 
. Withere being oo compare between Finite 
Mod Infinite ;)- if the conſtaht Torrent.of 
/ Mour Love toward God ſho'd rile no higher 

than it doth toward Creatures ;/ it might bs * 
truly ſaid, that owr Love were Hatred : go. 
no Honour, but high Contempt of Himy 
For, among the Worms of this Earth, he ©: 
is held to hate his Father, who loves hin 
but as much as he loves his Hawk, or has 
Hound. And, , extremely to deſpiſe his 2 
King,. who- makes him but equal to. his * 
Footmen. In ſhort ; there [is no Mediun, - 
betwixt fo loying God, and hating of, Hina ? 
He! that is wof thus tranſcendently ;and cone | 
tangly for God, be is ag «inft High; Luke 3k ** 
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Iy unacquainted with Him. Becauſe, it's ; 
Natural Principle, as well asa Moral Duty, 
to love God when we know Him. Nor 
we do otherwiſe, if we take him for the 
true and ſole Obje&t of our Rational Ay. 
petite! No; but we muſt as neceſſarily 
reje& Idols, and love God, as a ſenſible 
hungry Man caſts away Stones, and edterh 
Bread. The beloved Diſciple faith as much 
as this ; He that loveth not, knoweth not Gul! 
hath not ſeen Him, neither known Him.” 

(4.) Converſe with Him, is likewiſe in 
cluded in this Acquaintance. Can tny 
walk together, except they be agreed ? or wlll 
they be agreed, and not walk together? 
Who did ever conceive of ' Acquaintance, 
without Fellowſhipand Communion ?' In- 
deed, profane Wits laugh to ſcorn the 
Phraſe of Communion with God; conclud- 
ing, that, all who profeſs to enjoy it, do 
embrace but a Shadow, and hug no more 
than an empty Cloud. And more than 

| few, who are bleſt with the Fruition of 

| It, are not well able to expreſs or form 

_ diſtin@ Conceptions of it. But it muſtbe 
_ thar to queſtion wo there” be il 
\ ficha thing or no, is ro queſtion" whe | 

- there be oy ſuch thing bs Acquaintihtt | 

. ih God, or any Religion'?' Yet ic)inay ob oh * 


the Counteſs of Ranalagh. 15 
be denied, but that there have been Brain- 
fick Creatures, who by their ſwelling 
Words of Vanity and of Blaſphemy, have 
rendred this Phraſe obnoxious to. Scorn 
and Calumny. I ſhall here endeavour to 
give ſuch a Notion-of it, as ſhall not fear }; 
Obloquy, or give, Occaſion for it. By | 
Converſe with God, and Communion, I - 
underſtand Sacred Diſcourſe.- - Holy Dia- * 
logues, between God and the Exochs, who 
humbly walk with Him. God ſpeaking 
to them, by Excitations of Grace and In- 
jections of Heavenly Thoughts ; they 1 
ſpeaking unto God, by gracious Deſires 
and ſolemn Addreſſes. God ſpeaking un- 3 
to. them, Words of Inflruftion. diretting * 
them unto Dury ; Words of Reproof, break- © 
ing them off trom Sin; Words of Comfort, 
raiſing them up from under Sorrow. "They 
ſpeaking unto God Words of Confeſſion, | 
bewailing Sin ; Words of Petition, depre- ' 
cating Vengeance, and imploring pardon- 
og and healing Grace ; Words of : Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, celebrative of his Great= | 
nels and his Goodneſs. Not to quote the 
Pſalms, the Canticles, and other: Portions © 
of. Holy Scripture for Inſtances; 'I ask, 
what Chriſtian, of any Senſe, .knows not 
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maketh--all things more manifeſt thi 
Spetrh the moſt Excellent can do ; as the 
leaſt Beam of the Si better ſhews its 
Glory, than the richeft Painting of it can 
do. Briefly then; the Deaf and the Duni, ll ; 
be Demontacks. "They are Stratipers toll ; 
; God, who hear not oft from Him, and My 
f neak nvt oft to Bim.. Who hear him n& i 
ſaying, Seek- ye my Fatt! And whomte My 
hears. not anſwering, Thy Fate, Lord, wc 
will ſeek ! n 
(5.) 4mb#ion to plexſe Him, is impot-l 6 
| ted in Acquaintance with him. His Sv- Mt! 
 wite & perfet# Freedom, and his Friend 
} higheſt Ambnion. Lex me not love thee # 
} T love thee mot, faith oor Engliſh Pfalmi 
> Let me not ſerve thee, if 1 ſerve thee nt 
| Jaith every true Iſraelite. Pleaſing Gol, 
1s by. doing his Will, and bearing 1 
- .prompely and patiently. Doing his Wil 7 
of Precept, after ſound : Knowledg of it, Mr, 
* and full. Conſent unro it. Both, Univer Ml (: 
- Jalh, as'to Times, and as to the Precepts WW 4 
| chemſelves ; and reggtor ly, making it out 
greaceft Employment. to keep the firſt and 
Commandments. Preferrinjg, Met 
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before diſputed Meat and Drink. Submit- 
ting to his Will of Providence, is no leſs 
neceſſary. Submitting, without contemn- 
ing of its Chaſtiſements, or” fainting un- 
der them. Stupidity and Deſpondency, 
are both Sins and Judgments. Senſe of 
bur Sufferings, and a proportionate Sorrow 
is the Grace of God both in us, and unto 
us. Our Duty towards him, and his Mer- 
cy tous. Grief, and its Expreſſions, are 
no Offences, but when they .are unquali- 
fed with their due Circumſtances. When -: 
"WH they are Dzſproportionate to an inflicted 

SW ſtroke ; and our Complaint is great, for a 
' WI Croſs thar is little, like Jonah's anger to the 
WW Death, for no heavier loſs than . 26 of-a 8 
WW Gourd, When they are Izdecext, and in- 3 
; WI vettive againſt ſecond Cauſes ; expreſſing 
[WH Fury, and not Humility. Like thoſe of 

WE Job, and of Teremy, who, in their Calen- 3 
; Wrures, curſed their Birth-days, and the Meſ--* 
"WW {cogers of them. When they are Inmmo- 
WY derate, and ſuch as argue us to be Men - 
without Hope ; as Davzd .in his ejulation, 
for his loſt' 4b/alom. And, when they are: 
Profane ; taxing the Divine Juſtice, and res, 
viling Providence. In ſhorc; this Paſſue. 
Obedience, as truly as Aﬀjve,: is in all crue, 
Acquaintanco with God. And, as Difs 
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- ficult as they ſeem, and repugnant to hy. 
tman Nature ; they are more than Facilits- 
fed, both of them; they are even Neceſſe- 
ted, by a good underſtanding of God?s Poy- 
er and Dominion, his Knowledg and Wiſdom, 
* his Goodneſs and Truth. Yea, they are 
Commended unto us as our Principality, and 
the Crown of our Glory. Accordingly, we 
find this to be the Language of Men Ac- 
| quainted with God; I will Walk at Liberty, 
fr T ſeek thy Precepts ! It is Good for ms 
that I have bin Afflited. Here I am, Lt 
- the Lord do to me as ſeemeth him good. 
'(6.) Dependence on Him, is alfo eſſential 
unto Acquaintance with God. The three 
- known branches of Dependance, are ſo; to 
- wit, Truſt, Faith, and Hope. Treſt in his 
* Goodneſs, when we fit in greateſt Dark- 
- nels; Faith, and Aſſent unto whatſoever He 
| ſays; and Hope, or ſweet Expettation of all 
_ He Promiſes. For, there. is a real Foun- 
dation in Him, for all the AﬀeQions which 
* He requireth from Us. It were not be 
- feeming his Majeſty to demand them, if 
| there were not that 1n his Nature, and that 
- in his Works that did deſerve them. Conk- 
vently, their tate in this World-requiring 
| that they ſhould have ſomewhat to lean 
.0n.;.and to keep them from being over: 
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' the Counteſs of Ranalagh. 19. 
whelmed with outward Troubles and in. 
ward Paſſions ; they muſt neceflartly Leax 
on the Lord, and ftay themſelves on the God © 
of their Salvation. As promptly therefore, 
as Seamen uſe their Anchor, or Souldiers : 
their Breaſtplate and Shield and Helmet ; 
Saints do exerciſe theſe Vertues, which the 
Scripture repreſenteth by thole Names ; 
Heb. 6. 19. 1 Theſſ.5.8. Eph.6. 17. Their 
; W Life is ſpent in Contemplation of the Di- 
* MW vine Perfe&tions, which make a proper Ob» | 

jet of Confidence ; and 1n prattical Exal- 
| WH zation of them: Namely, of the wnerring » 
BW Wiſdom, which infallibly knows all: our”? 
WM Wants, and underſtandeth what are the; 
; 8 beſt Supplies. Of the «»ſpotted Goodneſs,\. 
WW which is ſurely concerned for us; and * 
WW taketh care for Creatures leſs than our * 
| felves, for Ravens, for Sparrows, for the 
8 Graſs of the Field. Of the anqueſtionable 
Wl Poner, to which all things are poſſible ; 
WJ and nothing is difficult, tho by us much is 
unintelligible. Power, that can do more 
than we can know; and is worthy to be 
truſted further thah we can ſee. The Ho- | 
ly Prophet faith all ina Word, They that * 
_ thy Name, »will put their Truſt iB 
Foce 
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(7.) Humility before Him, is 1n all Ac- 
quaintance with God. His Acquaintance 
is a Holy Familiarity, that doth .not breed 
- Contempt,nor brook 1t. Tho the Majeſty of 
Heaven condeſcends to acquaint it ſelf with 
} Worms, it maketh them to know their Di- 

ſtance, The Proud,whoſe Souls are lifted up, 

are oppoſed to Believers who walk with God, 
-Hab. 2,11. And, it 1s Certain, that cxiled 
* Devils are the proudeſt,and glorious Angels 
- the moſt humble Creatures. Theſe latter 
would be Nothing, that God may be All; 
theſe Fiends would be All, and have God to 
* be Nothing. Whomſoever he adopts into 
\ his Favour, God always qualifieth with a 
ſutable Nature. And, we know, that great 
Honours do melt» down ingenuous Spirits. 
* The Grace which ſetteth Crowns upon 
their Heads, doth make them fall on their 
Knees. And the more they are magnihed, 
the farther 'they be from magnifying of 
themſelves. Mephiboſheth, being invited 
to eat the King's Bread, debaſingly tiles 
- himſelf a dead Dog. Abigail, when ho- 
noured with a Call to be the King's Wike, 
profeſſeth ir too high a Preferment for her, 
to be his Servant ; Let thy Handmaid be « 


Servant, to waſh the Feet of the Servants of 
_ a! Ina Word , Devi 45 told, tal 
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God would build him an Houſe, and eſtabliſh 

his Sons on the T hroxe after him ; and doth 

it not {well him up? No, we find not 

that ever his Lips dropped more ſelf-deny- 

ing Words; Who amT, O Lord God, and 

what is my Houſe ? So, unto Fob, God ap- 
p.ars in excelling Glory and Majeſty ; and :; 
what is the Effet ? I abhor my ſelf, ſaith 
that excellent Saint. Lord, I am Hell, ſaid 
the Martyr Hooper, as he was aſcending to ” 
Heaven ! Pride, 1s the Sin which is leatt of -* 
all conſiſtent with God's, Friendſhip. Ir is-/ 
as much againſt his Laws asany; and more , 
againſt his Being and Sovereignty. 'It'sal-.} 
ſo the groſſeſt Defiance of his Providence 
receiving ics Croſſes with no leſs-;than'3 
Rage, and its Bleſſings with no better #? 
than Diſdain ! Ir's the Sin that God 1s not * 
content to ruin, but delighteth alſo to 
ſhame. Not ſending Lions, but Lice, to 
eat up an Herod; not Wolves and Bears, * 
but Goats and Flies, to aſſault a Pharaoh ; 
not an Azakim, but a very Stripling, to-! 
fell a Goliah. I ſhall ſuggeſt no more to 
prove-ſo plain a' Truth, rhat, an unhum-,: 
bled Man is unacquainted with God, as - 
ſurely as 'with himſelf. The God that: 
caſts down his .choiceſt Favorites, ; when -; 
tlicy- lift up themſelves. Smites an Vzz1as, 
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with a Plague of Leproſy. Makes the 
'Tamor of a David colt feventy thouſand 
Lives. And lets looſe the Devil, to pre- 
vent the ſwelling of arr Apoſtle. The God 
who judgeth all, who do not judg them- 
ſelves; and humbleth all, who do not 
humble themſelves, both as Creatures, and 
Pas Grilty Ones, Who, where he finds not 
an humble Heart of ours, faileth - not to 
ſhow a mighty Hand of his own ! One, 
'that never fails to break the Heart, or the 
Bones. Whoſe Oracles do proclaim no- 
thing more loudly, than that _ Honour 
tis Humility ! And do thus anſwer to ſuch 
Fas ask for his Livery ; Be ye clothed with 
"Humility ! But with fear and trembling, it 
muſt be nextly faid, 


Sn x mls of an 


Polit. 2. Acquaintance with God was loſt 
| 3» Adam the firſt Max. We were created 
Fin God's Likeneſs; and, being qualified, 
E were then poſſeſſed of his Friendſhip. 
f But, that State being Nataral, was Mw 
zable, With a Power of ſtanding in it, 
{there was a Poſſibility of falling from it. 
{ For, invincible Perſeverance, is the Privi- 
Flege of fupernatural Grace. Wherefore, 
{being ſeduced, Adam ſoon rebelled ; as, 
without any Temptation offered, Satay: 


10 
6. 
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the Tempter revolted. Tempted Man, 
tho placed ſo near unto God ; tho he was 
a bright Repreſentative both of his Parzey, 
and of his 'Felicity, was corrupted by a 
fmple Suaſion ; was vanquiſhed by a ſin- 
gle Temptation, and the very firſt. Not- 
withſtanding that he was furniſhed with 
ſufficient Strength to have repelled a thou- ' 
ſand, he fell by one. He ſinned? and, by- 
violating -God's Law, deprived- himſelf of * 
God's Image ; in the Place whereof ſuc- 
eeded the Pourtraiture of Satan. By his 
Infidelity, he became an Accuſer of God; :' 
and that, both of Unkindneſs and - Un- 
truth; By his Pride, he turns an Ulurper ; 
of Divine Prerogatives; and' incurs :the / 
Arrogance that made Devils of the An © 
gels. By his Ingratitade, he made himſelf 

as diſingennous as they; who had not }! 
oreater Bands of Love to break than him- 
ſelf. By his'Coxtewpt of the Divine Ma- | 
jeſty and Juſtice, he ro leſs inſolkently and 
audacioully defied his Creator. By'his un- 
accountable Folly, in parting with God's 
Favour and Image for ſodeſpicable a Thing 

as that which was his Lure, he as much 
reproached his Underſtanding. And, to * 
name no'thore ; by his Cruelty to himfelf, | 
and to” his. vaſt Progeny, he- becatne a” 
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Mourderer. full like to his Tempter. For, 
he being the Natural and Moral Principle 
of all Men ; his Rebellion was of Univer. 
fal Guilt and Stain to all his Generation, 
Nor was it hard, that, being 1n the Coye. 
nant with him, and having a Title to the 
Benefits promiſed to his Obedience, we 
ſhould alſo be liable to the Curſe threatne 
upon hjs Diſobedience. In ſhort ; thus 
were the Fountain and Streams, the Rot 
and the Off-ſpring corrupted. With q 
Corruption ſo Univerſal, that, of all (d 
ſcending by ordinary Generation) it miſ- 
ſeth no Individual ; ſo S»btile, that it pier 
ces into all the Powers of the Soul; < 
Dr. Baress Contagious, that it infetts all the 
Harmony, Attions ; and fo Obſtinate, that 
Pg only Omnipotence can heal it! 
And till ſuch time as it doth heal it, 
what Acquaintance hath Man with God! 
What Communion hath our Darkne\ 
with his Light? By Nature we are Chil 
- drew of Wrath, a&tively and palſively; 
Hating, and hated of God. God's Wral 
abideth on us, Joh. 3. 33. and our Car 
Mind #' Enmity againſt God, Rom. 8. | 
So far is unrenewed Man from Acquait 


| rance with God, that the Scripture & 


| Flares him to be mithour God in 
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World ; and a very hater of God ! Never- 


ple Ml theleſs, it muſt be added, with Foy and 
er- Ml Gladneſs of Heart, 


ve- Polit. 3. Acquaintance with God « pur- 
the WM chaſed for ww again, by Chriſt the ſecond A- 
we WW dz. The impoſſibility of our recovering 
wi MF it by ought of our own, needs little De- 
hs MW monſtration. Fall'z Angels, could not re- 
gain theirs; and Dead Mex had not more 

i{dom or Strength to raiſe themſelves. 
Our Minas being depraved with Ignorance 
and Error; and our Wills with Contra- 
ricty to God; thoſe Principles of our AQti- . 
on being . corrupted, what could we do . 
towards a ſecond ReQtitude ? Belides, the - 
Acquaintance of God is the Happinels of 
Man. The Happineſs that he forfeited by 
din; and, whoſe Forfeiture the Law ex- 
acted. - Not admitting the Sinner to en- * 
joy God's Favour, but requiring. that . his 
Crime ſhould be puniſhed according. to : 
Its Quality ; that is, to Extremity and. to * 
Eternity, Inſomuch, that the Divine : 
Goodneſs was a ſealed Spring ; and all its 
kind Efftefts were. reſtrained by our Guilt, 
tillopr Sin was expiated by a valuable, or - 
rather, invaluable Sacrifice. By that bleſ- 
{ed Obedience of his Son, which more 
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pleaſed God, than the 'Rebelliofn bf Men 
and Devils provoked Him ! | 
Herewith, as an Offering and Sutrifce of 
ſweet ſmelling Savour, the incenſed Wrath 
of God was appealed, the Hand-writing 
of the Law which was againſt us was blots 
| ted out, and Peace was made. Herewith, 
as « Price moſt precious and honourable t 
* God, all that by Sin we had forfeited, ws 
- redeemed; a New Teſtament, which is 
onr Salvation and all our Defire, 1s \ealed and 
made ſure; « new and living Way of return 
 #nto God's Acquaintance is opened. Thi 
15 God's Gifr, but thro Jeſus Chriſt our 
| Lord. Bleſſing and Honour, and Gli 
. &nd Power, be unto him that fitteth apo 
' the Throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever ani 
_ ever. Amen. 


-" Poſit. 4. Acquaintance with God is n00 
offered to' Men. To Men, both, without 
. $repth, 'and \unable to help themſelves, 
 Cany more than a diſordered Clock to 
- Mend it {elf:) and -Ux2odly, and unwot., 
* thy thar God ſhould help them, (any 
more than the loſt Angels.) Moſes, and 
" the Prophets, Angels, John Baptiſt, Chrij 
. himſelf, and his Apoſtles, all proclaim this 
 Good-wil to Men. | The Heavens are not 
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0 thick ſet with Stars; as the Holy Scrip- 
wes with Invitations, to return unto Ac- 
watntance with God, With Counſels, 
ith Commands, with DireFions, with ve» 
y Obſecrations and Intreaties to. us, to 
aſten into it. All of them manifeſting,. 
at we are not, .as Devils, 1n a State re- 
edilefs. That every one- of vs is called 
oRepentance, tho not one of them is ſo! 
Ind that, altho God giveth not wnto all 
Men, that Grace which eventually ſaveth 
hem, yet, he giveth them- what leads to: 
hat which is ſaving; and, all who go 
ithout his ſpecial Gifts, do meritoriouſly 
rocure the loſs of *'em, by their not im- 
roving his common Ones, which they do 
eceive. God mocks not any Man, till he be 
nally rejetted by him ; and be finally rejeits: 
ot any, till, unto his natural hardneſs of 
tart, he addeth what is voluntary, Infſo- 
nuch, that Mens Cannot, is their Will- 
0; tho they are under perfect Impotence, 
ne true Reaſon that they acquaint nof. 
hemſelyes with God, is their malignant 
ifaulneſs. And, every Sinner's Damni- 
jon is verily his Option. O Iſrael, thou haſt 
ſtrojed thy ſelf ! Be it awfully and dis- 
Inctly conſidered in the next place; _ 


- 
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Polit. 5. Acquaintance with God © fa. 
ther broken by every preſumptuous Aftual Sin, 
Orzginal Sin firſt brake ir, and AFual Sin 
encreafeth the Breach. This it doth, Jy. 
dicially ; for as it deſerves, God makes it to 

be, its own Puniſhment. He Forſakes 
ſuch as. Forfake. him; and puniſheth 
Strangeneſs with Eſtrangement. With- 
holding thoſe his Communications, with- 


out which Acquaintance dies, Saying of | 


them who Perverſely will not, that Pena 
they ſhall not, be Acquatnted with him! 
Likewiſe, Naturally it doth it ; for, what 
5 Sinning but a kind of going out from the 
” Preſence of the Lord? A turning away of 
' the Simple; a Departing from the Living 
God; a ſaying to God, Depart from w! 


rupt Nature; and thereby, an Unregent- 
rate Man makes himſelf more a Child 
Wrath, than he was by Nature. And, a 
Regenerate one brings himſelf back, in ſome 
Degree, to what he was by Nature ; even 
a ftranger unto God, Indeed there are De- 
grecs of Sinning ; the loweſt,is that of Infir- 
mity ; the higheſt is Gnning, Wilfully 416 
with pure Delight : From this-latrer, every 
* Regzaerate Man is freed ; but from the 


As oft as we Sin, we act the part of cor-| 
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former, no one 15. . Now, 1nthe Language 
of the Goſpel, he liveth without Sin, who 
iveth without wilful Sin, and doth not. Fall 
into Groſs Sin. Who ſo-aQs-up to bis 
Light and Grace received, that though he 
hath his daily Infirmities, yet he 1s bright 
and clean from 7-4 paalous Sins, Whichbe 
they, that do principally create a diſtance, 
and ſeparate between God and his Servants. 
In ſhort; One Sin deſtroys much good. And 
the exclamation is as juſt in this caſe as in 
any ; Behold how great a Matter alittle fire 
tinaleth ? 


- Polit, 6. Acquaintance with God is Entred 
by Repentance and Faith, Thele, though 
they are nor the Cauſes of God's exalting us 
unto his Acquaintance, they are neceflary 


4 Qualifications in all whom He will exalr 


unto it. Repeptence includes Heart-break- 
ing Sorrow tor Sin, and fincere Reſoluri- 
on to forſake ir. Neceſſary this is, by . 
virtue of the Divine Commazad, and by the 
Condecency and fitneſs which it 1s of, ab 
unto God, and unto our ſelves. Unto God; 
for, neither would it become his Wiſdom, | 
to-make us aſtcond time his Friends, with- : 


Mutour-Grief and Shame for having made }; 
BUD IE 1 es bis Enemies : "nor could It COn- _ 
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Git with his Holineſs, to Forgive and Ad. | 


vance us, while ſo Sinful and Senſelef, 
Unto our ſelvesallo ; for if Unrelenting and 
Unreformed, what {o much as Inclination 
15inus to Acquaintance with God ? Pro. 
digals never liſt to return to their Father, 
till their Hearts are broken for Running 
away from him. Again, Faith in our Re- 
deemer 1s no leſs Commanded, -or leſs Con- 
gruous, A Faith ſeated in Mind and 
Heart; and receiving Chriſt 1n all partsof 
© his Office, which are inſeparably connexed, 
* Unto this Grace, Juſtification 1s «ſpecially 
attributed ; and it's certain, that none but 
the Juſtified are Acquainted with God, 
-  Emineantly this Grace contains the Seed of 
Evangelical Obedience. And 1s that which 
 Crucifies our Luſts, Overcomes the World, 
Quenches the Dartsof the Devil, and Work: 
by the Love of God, Without which, 
; What Acquaintance with God ? The God 

who is of purer Eyes than to behold Evil: 
and conſequently, Without this Faith » 
nat to be pleaſed. . To be pleaſed -with-us, 
* or to be pleaſed and ſerved by us. Briefly 
then, the Impeniteat and the Unbelieving 
- are Swine, to whom the Pearl of God's 
> Acquaintance. neither is, or can be:yaudly 
_ fafed... He that Repents not, us Perijus 


—_—> 


ber ER. AS 4 Tc 0 = RX. _ 


the Counteſs of Ranalaph. N 32-7 
He that Believeth not, the Wrath of God 


«| dideth on him ! 


Poſit.7. Acquaintance with God,is preſerved 
h the Uſe of his Ordinances and the Exer- 
aſe of our Graces. Ordinances, or God's 
ordained Means, muſt be uſed. Without 
theſe, we are not Brought into his Acquain- 
tance, nor Kept in it. It 1s an Acquainy 
ance, which in this Life is but Imperfett; _ 
ind, not as in Heaven, Immediate, The 
holy Word, is the Seed of which it is Be- 
of and the Food. by which it is Maig- 
ined, *®Wheretore, as all the Ordinances 
we propounded by God, with a Promiſe 
ind a Threat; fo, they arc followed by the 
Friends of God with Hope and with Fear. 
Experience of Benefit by them, edgeth their 
Appetites unto. them. O God, early nill I 
ſeek thee, my Soul thirfteth, my Fleſh longeth, 
to ſee thy Power and thy Glory, ſo as I bave 
ſeen thee in the Sanfuary, Plal.61.1,%, Ne- | 
Ye alſo compels them ; the Hunger of - 
eir Souls, like that of Bodies, maketh 
vB break thro Stone Walls, to get unta 
Irginances. . For they feel Decays ; nl 


guch lacking uato all their Graces ; and 


nach ground, loft_in many, of their Cox | 
We, between Fleſhand Spitir, And chey, | 


bod 
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know, that there is no . Help without 
Watching at God's Gates, waiting at -the 
Poſts of his Doors; and it's there they muſt 
find Life and Favour of the Lord, Prov, $, 

34, 35- Beſides, there is in them a Nature 

and an Inftinf, which, without ſuch Ar- 

gument, carries them unto Ordinances. 

As it carrieth new-born Children to the 

* Dugs; and Chickens, as ſoon as they are 
out of the Shell, to the ſhrowd of the 

. Hen's Wing. A Native inbred Deſire, 
carries the one and rhe other, 1 Pet. 2. 2, 

| As New-born Babes, aefire the ſingere Mili 

of the Word that ye may Grow : 1. e. Letin- 

{ ternal Appetite draw you ! Babes, are not 

urged to the Breaſt with Syllogiſms. In 

ſhort ; the ſame thing that maketh Fiſhes 
to keep in the Waters that breed them, 
maketh the Friends of- God to keep to the 

Ordinances which convert them. And'to 

prefer a Threſhold in them, before a Throne 

without them. 

* Ir deſerves our beſt Conſideration, as 

- Plain a Truthas it is; that, in the Ordi- 

* nances we ſpeak of, [in Reading, Hearing 

' the Word, Celebrating the Lords Supper, Me: | 

* ditation, Prayer, and holy Conference; ] 609 

* draweth near unto Us, and We draw oat 
unto God, God *drawerh near ynto w5 6 | þ 
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Qrdinances are called the very Fate of God, 
| Gen. 4; 16. Cain went out from the preſence 
of the Lord; that'is, he forſook the Ordi- 
mnces of ibis Worſhip. The Ordinances, 
wherein his Promiſe: is 5o COME: #xto: ms, 
Bx.20. 24/.to MEET with ws, and COM- *© 
MUNE with w, Ex.25.22. Thouph God ” 
te every where Preſent, - and. fills Heavens + 
and Earth with his Preſence, it is faid:of * 
old," that” "his Glory filled the Temple; the 
Place of his Worſhip ; fignifying his'parti» 
cular ſpecial Preſence of Love, and Grace, 
and: Influence upon Souls, to be if his 
Ordinances. Theſe therefore are *:rhe 
great King's Preſence-Chambers!. Again; 
We draw near unto God in Ordinanes;' als 
, Our Worſhippiog in them, is named 
our Coming. and Appearing before God, Plal. 
42. 2, Worſhippers, .are ſtiled  Prople 
NEAR unto Him ; and Men Idolatrous or 
Profane,are ſaid to be FAR from Him.*"Ic's 
true, the Worſt of Men are art no Local:di- 
ſtance from God ; nor is it a Local nearneſs 
that we affirm God's Servants to enjoy in : 
Ordinances, but a Spiritual one.” He 39 

not Far from any one of i; in Him we Live; 
Move, :and' bave our (Being, He 1s Outer 
alltby hisPower, Through all the Worldiby 
us Providence, 1». alt. his! Saints by; his 


| 
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Jpicit. , The Spirit, by whom they avs 


Brought and Kept aigh-Him, and are a, 
cited with frequence to Draw muſk nay ta 
Hin. in his Ordinances. Which, .as Ju. 
60b's. Ladder, have their Top in Heaven, 
* though their Faot on Earth. And where 
- On, .as God deſcends to us, we do Aﬀecnd 
toGod. The Lord is nigh to all that Cul 
upon Him. 
- Howbeit, without the Exerciſe of Gre 
cs, vain is the Uſe of Ordinances. Such 
Ute, .is very Profaneſs ; and no Meer, but 
* the Bareof Acquaintance with God. Por, 
what is ſuch Worſhip, but Lies end Deceiti 
 Hoſ: 11.u/t. Think we, that we an 
* Cometo God, a Spirit, upon Badily Feat? 
Or, that there is any beneficial ' Approach 
* to Him, but with the Heart? Or, with 
any thing of the Heart, but the Holy Ver- 
tues of it ? Briefly, thus ; in every. Qrdi- 
' nance, we mult {et forward Repentance; It 
- 1s unto his Mourners, that in Ordinances 
God cometh down with Comforts ; I/e. 
 57.15- We muſtaGt Faith; what we Fed 
* eurſtlves to Want, we muſt Believe God 
* able and willing toGive. To wit, -forthe 
* fake of Chriſt, who hath paid for it 0f 
Earth, ae for it in Heaven; The 
Seriprure- bids him not think to Receeue Wy 
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thine, who in Ordinances. «sterh without 
Faith «4»d Wavering; Jam. 1.6;,7. We 
muſt ati Hope 3 this is the Waiting Grace; 
It is an ExpeCtation, that is Cereain, bes 
auſe built on the Rock of Divine Promi- | 
ſes; and Quickning both Deſire and Action, 
becauſe of its ObjeAsattraQive excellency ; 
and Quiering alſo, till God's time of be- 
flowing it doth cune; b*cauſe Hope is it 
RIF a very Foretaſtc of its Obje&'s ſweet- 
gels! And there is a Rejoicing in Hope, as | 
well as in Poſſeſſion. No wonder there- | 
fore, that there is a Patience of Hope, withs« - 
out the Exerciſe whereof in an Ordinance; 
our Hearts be either Frozen and Negli> | 
gent, or Furious and Impatient. When we * 
Hope for God's Salvation, then we do his © 
Commendments, Plal. 119. 166. We muſt 
fo put forth Love ; for, this is the Unis 
ting Grace, By its Delire werua to an. 
ObjeRt, by its Delight we reſt in ic. De- 
fire, the firſt a& of Love, is as Thirſt ; Des 
lphe, which is its other Act, 1s Satisfa- 
ary An Ordinance without theſe is asa 
Fealt where there's no Apperite, or Eating; 
But, what faith our Saviour? If « Man 
Love me he ſhall be Beloved of my Father, 


Py I will Lowe him, and will Mazifeſt my 
ol anto him. He pil Come uno him and . 
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wake "our: Abode-qith him, Joh. 14. 21, 23, g 
We muſt likewiſe expreſs Humility; be I 
cauſe 'of our'. Natural diſtance from God, | 
which isnever to be reduced, and our My. |** 

ral diſtance, which 1s but in part removed, N: 
| Whocan meaſiire the Diſtance between Iy- 

faite and Finjte? Between a God, and |® 
| a Creature ?. -Or, ' the Diſtance that is - 

* between Perfett Holineſs, and little beſte | 
* Guilt and Filih? Between Him in whoſe [4 
dight;Angels are not clean, and Creatures | © 
; that proclaim themſelves to be Sinks of Sin; r 

and-to need no leſs than a Fountain of | ©. 

Grace !! The Man anto whom God will lok l 
* 40'any Ordinance, 7s the Poor and Contrite 
? 23 Spirit that trembleth at his Word, Iſa.66, 
* 2. Then only we Worſhip, when our 
| Souls bow down, and our Spirits Kyeel, be 

fore God our Maker. 

(© Thus, 1s Acquaintance with God main- 
\ tained. By his Communications unto us, 
- and our Exerciſing Graces and Performing 
- Duties toward Him. A bleſſed Recipro- 
- cation; wherein He deſcending to us 1n a 
', way of Bounty, we aſcend up unto bim in 
| ' @& way of Daty ! Happy is the People that is 
 jn. ſuch aCaſe! Happy is \the People whoſe 

God is the Lora! 'W herefore, laſtly, 
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the Counteſs of 'Ranalawh. , 35: | 
| Polit. 8. Acquaintance with*God Ts Inter- ' | 
mted,and broken by theſe particulars.” Theſe,” | 
ao which we eaſily Fall ; and under which | 
ve muſt deeply Suffer as ofr'as we do (0. | 
Namely, 5 . FR 
1. Prefſumptuow Sins. © Sins commited,” 
wot by the Error of the Underſtanding, and"! 
nmed Sins of Tgnoraree- or Tncogitanty* 
or by the raſhneſs and precipirance of "the: 
etions, and named Sins of Infirmity ; bit; 
nmitted by the rebelliows Will, which” 
mtwithſtanding the Dictate of the Mitid® 
offered to it, 'is ſwayed by the Luſt of bruts 
tiſh AﬀeQtion, and ruſhes tnto the abomi-< | 
mble thing that God hates! Theſe, bear” 
the name of Preſumpruous Sins? And, ſach* 
Stheir Malignity, that they altenate Gods 
from the Soul, ' and the Soul from God?” : 
They are ſaid to9Separate, Ifa. 59.2. And; 
know we not their EfeR, 'upon the Marr 
of God's own 'Heart ? -His owt words do' 
argue, that, they made; him fear himſelf? } 
tO be a Caſt-a-way. Caſt me not away from” * 
thy Preſence,and take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me, Plal. 51.11, © In ſhort; where wilfut 
Sins do not die, no Acquaintance witht 
God can Liye. It muſt lay us in a Swoony 


Ta þ Rejetted Duties. 


tilFtheir Mortification. 


Known Duries, de- 
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| Clined; as 'to Frequence, or as to Ferwenys 
- 3n them. - As flow as the Lord is unto 

Wrath, he will bear no ſuch Slighrs of his 
Love. For, what a Contempt is wewj- 
weſs of the Supreem Kzng's Servige, 
* Benefaftor's Acquaintence ? What a Blil- 
phemy is it, 1n- prattice to ſay, We oe 
- Lords, and will come no more unto thee | 
- Jer. 2. 31. What a ſenſleſs Iniquity isit, 
* as well as a Contumelious ? Por neyer 
could any anſwer ro God's Query, YVhe 
' heve 1 done unto thee, and wherein have | 
 graried thee? Mic. 6. 3. If we have full 


: we ſhall not go long without feeling his 
” Rods and Scorpions. The. Vials of his 
- Anger {ball be poured out, and the won- 
© ted Aids and Comforts of his grieved Spi- 
- rit be ſuſpended. It's more - ca probay 
ble, that till we ſtir up our ſelves, and fil 
* our Life with Duties, and our Duries with 
| Graces, we ſhall find our ſelves empticd 
of our Hopes of Heaven, and filled with 
* the Fears of Hell. My ſeldom-praying bath 
| made me [0 often-deſpairing, faith one ; 
* My long Faſts from Duty, have taken ans 
* all my Appetite anto it. And, what ia 
F another ? For my ſake, let all C hriftians be- 
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Stomachs, and loath God's Honeycombs, 


| ware of Qb/dneſs in Ordinances; it hath ben 
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the Ordinances, which, being attend- 
ed with Zeal, life up - toward Heaven; 
when Lukewarmneſs. obtains, they do : 
throw ws clean contrary. : AS many as. des 
firea flouriſhing Acquaintance with him, - 
ket them ſeek the Lord continually, and with 
ll their . Heart and. their Soul. Knows | 
, 10g, that all drawing back tends to #s Per- 
| ditzep ! Laſtly, - "= _ 
13» Purſucda Vanities. By Vanities, I 
intend this World's Idols. Sexſual Ples- : 
fores, which are but Swines Delights. 
Riches, of Gold, that is but Duſt; .and. 
Pearl, which is no more -rthagy the \ 
's Froth, Honoar . «ud Praiſe of Meng 
which 15 but their .unſeen Concett, and 
their favourable Breath. Of theſe, & 
condemned Purſuit is ſuch as is Abſolures 
and Ultimate, neither Submiſſive nor Mo- 
dexate. When we proſecute them, as re» 
bolved any manner of way to gain them. 
Making them our highelt Ambition. Im 
| Muhzeat of their being withheld from us, 3 
wy the undoubted Proprietor. And fla-: 


8 wo der Serimon'n 


nk. To the defire of them ; $ pantin 

ter the m, as the Hart ifrer the W 
brooks.” The Apoſtle” s Aſfertion is thug 
ro. be | taken ; ; If .«»y Man (thus) love the 
Weorl ld,” the Loye of the Father # not in 
 bim, 1 Joh. 2.15. ' The Throne, and the 
| Bed: admit but” one. To ſubje&t us to the 
| World,” is to depoſe God. To take the 
*: World into our Hearts, is to put him far 
From them. How much leſs,” faith ano- 
ther Apoſtle? ? The Friendſhip of the World, 
LE ity with God; Shifieve will be & 
"enyrl_h the World, i an Enemy of God ! 
Jam. 4. 4. When the Earth 'is interpoſed 


: ' Nighe ; and when carthly things get'be- 
een God and our Hearts, there as n& 
+ Effarily follows an: Eftrangement” and 
ror ug The Pſalmiſt's Word' ſpeaks'it 
n thart 3; The” Coverows the: Lord } Aber 
a, Pal. 10. 3. 'Be it added, laſtly ;*” 
>**" They err, not kubwing the Scriptures and 


" wnewvidable Infirmity, incoofiſtent with his 
 Acquaintance and Amity. The Pepitent, 


| bioder not the deſcent of the Sun's * 


wee the Sun and us, it muſt needs? be 


the Grice of Ged;''who, imagine” Sins of 


| who reſiſts them, is not alienated'by thei. | 
And, as:the jooumerable Moats in t + » © 


| a6 benign _ ypon's us 3 | neither do th | 
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the Counteſs of Ranaligh. 4 
amberleſs r__ of good Men, deprive 
them of the rich Conſolatrons of + God, 
tins of meer VVeakneſs, dd rather excite Pi- 
| ronwrnn FVrath; fo far they be from. 

errupting Acquaintance ! exo 
Which is not broken, neither, by the 
moderate Employments, or Comforts of this 
fe. * The Shop, and the Plow, are not 


” 


| only lawful, but neceſſary. Let there be 


juſt Care, that the lean Kine eat not up 
the Fat ; that, the Kingdom of Heaven be . 
ſought, and firſ® ſought ; then, do civil 

Callings ſubſerve and not prejudice our }; 
higher Sacred One. So, for the Comforts 


4orefaid, they are rmorethan Innocent, when 


Temperate, If we take them by the - 
Rules of God's Word, we ſhall find them 
both harmleſs, and wſeful to his Frindſhip. 
We doſo take them, when we chuſe none 
but what are of odod _—_— ( for, he 
Thar breaks the Hedg thereof, « Serpent ſhall 
bie-him;) and when we uſe not any, to... 
the wounding of Piety, Charity, and Cha-: ©! 
tity; (for, by (marrying of a Wife, as * 


| veltas by daflying with a Harlot, *a Man: 
+ breaks the Peace of God; "if his Uſe © 


oy degenerates into Licentiouf- 
- if -he ſuffers it'to make him 
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gularly choſen and uſed, . is Health. to the 
Vavel, and Marrow to the Bones ; a Sep. 
vant to Life and Godlineſs. The. Hegrt of 
the Wiſe, «, therefore, tn the Houſe. 
 fach Mirth. And, may I not fay it ? Loc 

as God: firſt: created Man, in a Garden: 0 
Delight ;. He moſtly zew creates - him alſo, 
\ Where the Voice of Joy and Gladneſs, Sens 
”. ſual as well as Spiritual, is heard. + The 
znnocent Mirth of a Chriſtian, caſteth a 
* Luſtre on his Religion, and maketh it at 
trative. Removeth from it the Reproach 
of Sowrneſs and Aſperity.  Forth-ſhewy 


"that try it not, think it to be deſtitute, 
ea, and as Cyprie» and Juſtin of old, be- 
| cauſe they think it to be deſtirute, they are 
| unperſuadable to: try it. Inſomuch, that 
- Stoical and Monkiſh Auſterity, gives Oc 
- cafion of Reproach, and makes the Way of 
F God tobe blaſphemed. So far ir is from& 
- dorning the Goſpel, from making it appear 
” Amiable, and from winning Men ta the 
E Loveof it. It was then when zhey the 
| believed did cat their Meat with Gladneſs, 
| hat the Lord «dded daily to the Church ſu 
', as ſhould be ſaved! Moroſity. was never & 


its Sweetneſs and Alacrity ; whereot, Men 


| ther than a back Friend to Chriſtianity! | 
- .- . The Scruples of ſome others, do requiit & 
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that this be added ; -/c. that, dAcquain= 
tance with God is not inconſifient with Dark- 
ws 4nd Doubts of his Love. The Life of 
conlifts not in Raptures and Extacies 
Joy ; which God gives, as, in. abſolute. 
weraignty and infinite Wiſdom, he ſees 
fitand pleaſes. How often do Children of 


tight fit in Darkneſs and ſee no Light? 


uds of Witneſſes, are every where to 
be found; yea, the whole Sky of the 
Church, is full of them. Wherefore, ic 
tword ; the natzral Sun maketh Gold and +: 
filver, where it doth not ſhine with any 


| Luſtre. And the Sun of Righteonſneſs 


neth on many with Healing in his Wings, 
ty whom he doth nor, of a long time, give 
rpturous Senſations of the ſame. Nei- 
ther know they well what Spirit they are of, 
whothink the holy One to be no Saxfifier, 
where He is not (at the ſame time) a Com- 
forter ! | 


Q. 2. Of the Peace and Good, following 
Acquaintance with God. ks 


2? 


_ The Hebrew Diale&t takes P caee wy Fr. 
S 


.whole Element of Goodneſs. For no leſs 
| than all that is delirable, Nor can the * 
| bar of God's Acquaintance be ſuppoſed 
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to.enjoy no leſs than all of it. Uncreated 
Goodneſs giving us its Acquaintance, how 
ſhall it not with the ſame freely give us dll 

things? All that is neceſſary of created 
* Goodneſs. God is Faithtul, and his Ac- 
quaintance is thus Gaintul. His Friends are 
Kings, as well as Prieſts; and richer than 
the Perſian Kings, who went a begging to 
ProjeQors to invent them more Pleaſures, 
Theſe are bleſt, with more than they can 
ask or think. But (becauſe Particulars 
are moſt affeive) that we may be pro- 
voked, in the Faith and Love hereof, to 
purſue it with becoming Zeal and Vigour, 
attend we but theſe two Poſitions. Yet 
ſufficient, one would think, to reform the 
moſt Obſtinate in evil VVays, and to en- 
courage the leaſt Reſolute in good. Ones. 
The Lord clothe them with « Power which 
none may be able to reſuit ! 


Poſit. 1, The Properties which commend 
this Peace are many. e.gr. 1. It 15 Untuer- 
| ſal; One, which contains all; ſc. Peace 
- with God, with Conſcience, with Crea 
| tures, and with Death, | 


to be leſs. Omnia habet gi habet habentem 
emnis. Toenjoy Him who is all Good, .is 
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the Counteſs of Ranalagh. 45 | 
Peace with God; with God, whoſe Wrath 
ell, and whoſe: Peace is Heaven; A 
which.the Apoſtle faith, "paſſes all 
wderſtanding, Phil. 4. 7. This follows 
Acquaintance with God. When Adam (in- 
ned, Enmity was made ; Enmity, that is 
2 Reciprocation of Hatred, Chriſt Jeſus 
maketh Friendſhip, which is a Reciproca- 
tion of Love ! And, how? Partly, by bs 
Blood, ſatisfying God's Juſtice, and me- 
riting his Mercy for us. Partly by his Spi- 


it, mortifying. our Malice, and reviving 


all Grace in us. Propitiating God to us, 
and qualifying us for God's Love and Ac- 
quainrance ! Without the firſt, God would 
be a conſuming Firetous ; and without the 
other, we ſhould never conquer our Fear, 
or quench our Malice againſt him. Bur, by 
means of both, there's mutual Peace. The 
Peace whence do ſpring che ſweet Ones fol- 
lowing ; | 

Peace with Conſcience; one leſs known 
by the moſt accurate Deſcription, than by * 
the leaſt Fruition. It can be but darkly 
ſhadowed forth, by the livelieft Colours of 
Language; but faintly repreſented by Me+- 
taphors. What Calmneſs is to the Sea, 


= 
» 
os 


Awnar Seren/ty.15 tOA Day, what Health is I 
tO 0d) ne 1 CO | A GICNCE 15 UL C 


Ow > Ea 


46 A Funeral Sermon on 
toa Man ! That, and much more; 
to ſuch as have felt the Terrors of C 
ezxce, this Peace will little need Lettersof 
Recommendation. For, as thoſe do make 
2a real Tophet, and give us Fire and Brim 
Kone to drink ; this Peace maketh a_ + 
Paradiſe, and gives us of the Wine which 
is drank in the Kingdom of God. Wis, 
that maketh merry indeed, and in nothi 
Zerrified. Becauſe, as no Winds, ſave tho 
In its own Bowels, can ever move the 
Earth ; no Troubles, but thoſe within a 
Man's own Heart,can ever break it. Now, 
it's the Royalty of God & Kzng, to make 
| War and Peace ; and of God as Fade, to 
fpeak either Trouble or Comfort. Where: 
* fore, Conſcience as a Subjet?, and as an 
* Officer, muſt hear what ſaith ; and 
Jpeak Peace, when he doth. And, Bleſſed 
are they who hear its joyful ſound! Unto 
them 1s given alſo, ed b4 
\ © Peace with Creatures When Man rebel 
liouſly rook up Armsagainſt God, the Crez- 
tures /oally turn'd ro fight againſt Mag. It 
became them as Subjefs, to eſpouſe the 
uarrel of their Soveraign. And, as is 
Hoſt or Army to fight his Battels; all of 
+ them in their Courſes. This the did a& | 
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' the Counteſs of Ranalagh, 47 
filldo. From-the higheſt Cherubin to the | 
qoreft Worm, and very inanimate Parti- 
of the Creation, all ſtand in Barcel-ar- 
ny againſt us, till we lay down our Arms 
guinit cheir Lord and ours. But upon 
our Reconciliation to God, their War is 
ended; Angels Love us, all the reft do 
fme way ſerve us, none do Hurt us. The 
Stones of the Fietd,and the Btaſts,are Friends 
ain with us; and that confirmed by a. 


| Liague, Job 5. 23. The Sucking Child may 


ow the Hole of the Aſp; and the 
Weaned Child put his Hand on the Cocka- 
trice Dew ; Ia. 11.8. True; the Tameſt of 
them-may Woznd ws, by accident ; and the 
Wildeſt be owr Death,by their natural Fierce- 
neſs; bur, neither of them ſhall ever break 
their League, and Hurt us. The King who. 
commifſioneth them, engagerh, that they 
{hall do norhing but what ſhall tur to our 
Good, Rom.8.28. Inſomuch;rhar a Man Ac- 
quainted wich God, dwells ſafe from fear of 
Evil, while he lives in thePlace of Dragons, ' 
Prov. 1. ult.* Nor isthis all ; thereremains, ' 
Peace with Death; which, confidered in 
2 natural Reſpef; is a Rending aſunder 


| Soul and Body ; the things whoſe Union, is 


the ricareſt and geareft in all the Creation. 


X . 
TILE 
0 & 5 7 
r : % . 4.4 . 
. of - 
FIY +. 4 J- v &.. | Bt ted 
= - . S. __s _ ” , . 


| XY - 1 Funtral.Sermon 0n 1 1 Fe 
And confidered i ina Penal reſpe&, is Caſh Thor 
ing into the Fire prepared: for the Devil: vil an | 
. bis Angels; for, what leſs 1s Sin's Wag, yan 
which.is Death's common Many? In borh Jill: 
; an 1t will be acknowledged to be a' a 
King of Terrors. A Dread Soversign, 9. i 
all over -whom it doth Reign. But, they" 
King-on-Zjon-Hill is He _ alone doth} nd 
great Wonders ; and, for his Favourites, Ie 
Bindeth this King of Terrors in C hains, thy | 3 
* eruel Prince in Fejters of Iron. Sayi 
' Touch not mine anonited, and do my People 
- | harm! Yea, not content to foil this Apob' Þ 
 Juon, and deſtroyer, as-an Enemy; "He jo 
{ changeth its Nature, and makes: it a-very.. 4 
* Friend unto his Friends. - Death is. Toary. 
faith the Apoſtle to ſuch; that is, your | 
Friend and Servant. Thus Catholick, isth&' 
*. blefled Peace that we ſpeak of ; with Gol. 
| above, with Conſcience within, with all tf 
* Creatures in this World, and with Death on Þ 
”Exodws, or going out of the World. Ano p + 
ther Property of it is this3. . by 
_. 2, Itisa Fruitful Peace. - All manner 
” Fruit it-bears. Fruit of Praiſe unto as 
and of Profit unto Meny-and of F 
unto God, _ and;Angels, b 
_ thar Joy in Heaven made; over one& 
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Fo the Connteſs of Ranaligh. - 
' Tie who; acquainting His Soul with Gods. 

| Fiaters into this Peace; 'Loke 19. © Yea 
ance it was,thatz Jeſus Chriſt grudged not 

the Blood of 46 Croſs, to ourelial: this Peace; 

' WMpod which he would not have ſhed,but for 

\ Fave of fuch Benefit as paſſerh all Underſtand 
The; ſo: the Apoſtle {peaks of this Peace, 

- ind; fo by the foregoing Property this ap» 

| | urs to be. Wherefote; I proceed 3 

$3- It is a Durable Peace. If any thingy 
'Hlamortality muſt enhanſe Value; Ever+- 
\Fkſtingneſs mat make things of Value'to bs. 
' Havaluable. And as for this Peace, it isEz-- -- 
; Fiernal; if Divine Truth be Itiviolable; . Heat } 
Tit ſpeaking io 1/2. 54.10. The Mountaint 
\ Fall depart und the Hiller be remootd, but my 

\ Fpdneſi ſpall not depart from thee;' nelthe? © 
Tell the Covenant of my Peate br rethoved, # 
Seth the Lord that hath Mercy on thee. And 
{{aJer.32: 40. 1will make an Everlaſting Co>  . 
Eevent with them, that I pill not turn awe} 7 
rom: them to do them good; and I will put © 
$#y Feat in their Hearts, that they ſhall riot 
pert from me. Aftoniſbing Grace | T wills, | 
=, «nd They. ſHall-not ! This Peace' is as 

j l ${2,0 nger than Adane's, as God with 

vr Nature is ſtronger than that #4rrbly 
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4. It's. an Incqmparable Peace. «Rarity, 
addeth Swectoeſs to- Honey ; andthe gogd 
things-which are not- to be :Matched, arg 
hard.to be Rated. . But, is 3his Peace to be 
paraliel'd ? What, ,did God {pare,one ofthe 
Angels ihat ſinned? Did He excuſe one from 
the. Chains of Darkneſs, and reffore. him gy 
' Reace? Was ever. our God, the God of 
'» Second: Peace, before? . The Angels Peary 
- did riot Coſt the Price, wherewith ours. was 
Bought. It was.ndt. by the Blood' of Jeſu 
 _ $hatthey were made nigh to God. It wa 
- their Happineſs not to want a Peace-maker, 
it is 'our Happineſs to have one, and one no 
leſs than Immanuel. Wherefore,conſequently, 
- .$. It'is an Adwrable Peace. Our Sawai 
* himſelf, doth expreſs his great Wonders 
. Joh..3..46., God SO Loved theWMarld. Th | 
777. holy Angels pry..into: it, wilh 
146% 9 very Altoniſhmant, x. Per, 1.1% 
2%...  Aﬀoniſhed at the Peace, which 
God's bleſſed Sox,died. to make far rebelion 
Servants. The Supreawm Judged tage 
for- MalefaQtors. . Never was;;Love: 
this: Love ; 3t ipaſſeth all Undgerfbending | 
Aridi:never was Peaceilike to this Peace;}4wr |; 
Kinowleds whereof is high, we capnot attain th 
In the Day of Judgment, wherein i61lwV Fi 
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ha Manifeſted, God will be admired is 


kS4x5.,i.6.; Admired by Foying- Angels, 
WiEnuyingDevils and Reprobates, and by 
Preifing-Seznts themſelves, for the Glory 


ths Peace to which He advanceth them. 


vertheleſs,. miſtake not this, as though, 
ore that Day, we were to have little 
Face; but know that, in Truth, 
Fb.1Tt js.a Preſent Peace alſo, You arg 
{ſooner Acquainted with God, but it is 
urs. You have the ſure Grant of it, 
| | tho yow- have. not ſo ſoon the ſweet Senſe of 
[it Thexe.s 20:Condemnation to them that 
| ge 177 Chriſt, Clough their Fear be that 
\ | there is nothing elſe ro them ! Nor is it un 
mo of ;notice ; that, this 1s never que- 
[| _ by them in their Extremities ; bur, 
that, if they do Believe in. Jeſus Chriſt, 
they. ane Fuſtified by the Faith of Chriſt, 
And,. if- their fuſpetted Faith be ſound, 
their Joy ought to be Vnſpeakable 4nd Fall 
#- Glory. Moreover, as paradoxal as ic 
may.ſeem, I add concerning it, as it is in 
this. Life ; £9% 
4'g."Itis.a Joyful Peace,” and a Gloriow. 
the Poſſefſors (than whom the Earth. * 
th not more credible Witneſles) do pro- -* 
Shim. We have Peace with God ; And what 
ff - D 2 then? 
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then? We Rejoice, and mot only ſo, but wi | 
Glory, Rom. 6. 1, 2, 3. 'We Rejoice with | 
Joy RC, and full of Glory, iP Þ 

1.8, They know that they Ought, ail | 
they Chide themſelves for the Delinquets bu 
cy, when they do_not ; Why art thou Ci (0x 
down O my Soul? why art thou Diſquitte#t her 
Pal. 42. wlt. qd. Why: doth” not "the [' 
Wine of God's Peace, Chear thy Heart? ho! 
Why doth not its Ol, make thy Face to fhint? tle 
Are Gailts thy Trouble ? God' pardons the oy 
- Penitenr. Are Luſts thy Plagues? God ſub: ol 
dues them in thoſe that ſeek ro Him. Infirmþ be 
ties remain ; but God is Healing them. Ent |* 

mics remain; but God 15 Conquering them, {4 
Temptations remain ; but God is Revutll a 
them. Sufferings remain; but, God by 
Swceetning them, Not ſuffering them tb i 
"be uſeleſs; or to be unto other than vel & 
. gocd Purpoſe ; as, of Inffru#ing my Mind, [** 
- Humbling my BReart ; Checking my Sit 5 
Exciting my Grace ; Making me more 1th ul 
dy for Glory. Let them be miſerable thi 7 
can be Miſerable, faith Luther ; my Peaceh I? 
made with God, and I cannot be Miſerable. IT 
In ſhort; Joy, is «Tree of Life; and Gods IP 
Feace, is Joy; lis Peace on Earth is 6. 
If any. Temporal Good be Denied us, this IF 


ro get 
p #*% »*% \ 


the Counteſs of 'Ranalagh. 53. * 
ghes off the Deſire of it... If any be De- 

d, this makes to wait the Time of it. 
12 whatever is Granted, this Sweetefis 
the Uſe of it. No ſuch Anodyne | is.to be 
bund, fo ſuch 'Medicine as the Peace of 
Jo -This, Peace He: giveth to ſuch as 
uaint: «themſelves with - Him, in the 
drip of their Pilgrimage. As to what 
4 Inore He giveth of his Royal Bounty, whea 
i fe takes them up. into bis own Houſe 4- 
x [ve, this only ſhall be laid for their Con- 
" blation ; It'vaſtly tranſcends our Compre- 
kaGo, and, the one half cannot be told. 


\Poſit. 2. The Gift of this Peace to al that 
Ll bthaiared with God, is unqueſtianable. 
tven ſelf-evident ; and-needing no Proot. ' 
> [athens knew, and taught the molt cer- 

wn Welfare of Men acquainted with 

God, Plutarch and Sereca do blazon it. 
; | Account God the ſupream Rewarder, and 
Reverence him accordingly ; then ſhalt thous 
, [heve-all Good, and fear no Evil, ſays the firſt. 
bh i ſare to be « Free- -M4n, that kindly [ub- 
l wits: himſelf. to God, his Soveraign, lairh, 
; & other. Deo parere eſt Libertas. 'Senec 
VitReat, - Yea, the Dewil, of old,di 
mnowledg it; Ie 9.” Doth Job Fear 

EC D 3 God 
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Hg about bins ? The Father of: Lies ſpaks' 
44. 


Ip to my principal Buſineſs; view! 


God for nought ? Haft thow not 'made ul: 


this truth, though for his own Ends ; 
All the Powers of Hell cannot break his: 
Peace, that is a Friend of the God of Peace. 
As many as do know God, they proeluim Him 


to be thus Good 1 aid no ſtall partiof the 1Þ 


Scriptures conſiſteth of - their Provtlamath 


ohs | Befides, how doth the Vavare-of Got |: | 
certizy it? God #5 Love, ard Goodweſs i3 bi [7 


Delight. And i it ibke; 'that' infinite 


Bounty ſhould leſsrichly feaſt it: ſelf with | 


its Redeemed ?* How ſure doth the .Divind 
Word make it 2 How faſt' doth the Oath of 
God: bind it? Heb.6, 17, How ſolemtdly 
does 'He in Bepriſm, and the Lurd's\Sap | 


per confirm it ? Unbelief would be almofi 


as impoſſible, as. it is wurighteour; "if +dl 
this were duly. weighed by us! IT thetefors 


Exhortation, 


' Bu, afterall that hath been Ki; need 
ay Man to be preſfed, 'to wp 
with God'? What, is there auy 
Haag not"this Report: ? Of, be 


., 


c 


i 
«| 
I 


#01 
th 
40 
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bo dare. to deny..or. delay. {:eking his 
ce 


& With God? Jacob Bears Dey, Faw 
4 [&:comiog againſt him,” and-he ſtrairway 
lis: ſec Preſents, and maketh humble {ub- 
" On. Adanijah fears the EffeQts of King 
0 m0u's Wrath, and flies to the Horns of 
ve [abe Altar. The King of Aſhris no ſooner 
& Ialls under King 4had's Power, but Mef- 
of 
vr 
te 
h 
7 
f | 


ſeogers are; (cnt with Ro oo about their 
Necks, ,to beg his Peace. ,1n our Saviour's 
Parable, a Kng that has.ten thouſand Men, 
eth of ane who hath twenty thouſand, 
coming farth. againſt him; and was lo wile 
that-while he was yet far off, he ſent and 
qreated for Peace. - The Mea of Tyre and | 
\Sidon diſpleaſe Herod ; and they delay not © 
Fer Advocate, and make a Sult for 4 


) 


econciliation. What! ſhall the Peace of 
eathiog Duſt be fo haltily ſought, oſt 4 
; May any. Man be ſuppoſed to be yet averſe, * 
ſo much as unrelglyed to feck God's 
eace ? Yes, : ſurely ; \ and 410k Faithfut- * 
nels Upea ans and you elves) I muſt 
t muich.;, 3 he Rk hurch, as we 
as the World, NY "Kiſtrionid, © (ou | 
ERR and at Parts, Two forts'of Meh - 


al the Living; ſuch, as, are 
<a ex Hoa GT S Aegina, 200 a 


/ 
4 
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ſuch as are culpably aefeFive in their AﬀeRj. 
ons and Actions tor mn, I except not fuch 
as fit under Ordinances of greateſt Light 
and Power ; wherein they haye moſt of 


Sunſhine and of Thunder. - He who lovks 
down from Heaven on #4, to fee if we wndey« 
ftang and do ſeek God ; He icerh that gf 
are Lone 4fide, and gone off from him, ti- 
ther totally, or 5n ſuch part as I have ſaid, 
And, with both he hath a juſt Quarrel, 
and a Fearful. With both therefore, is 
the Bulineſs of eyery Ambaeſſador ; and'to 

each of them I'diret my Exhortation. 
— The Lord convince both, of the Matter 
| Fa#, that it is thus with them ; and of 
” the pexal Evilof it ; that it 1s their hor- 
+ Tid Sin, and deepeſt Miſery to have it fo, 
The Lord ſo prepare, and incline the 
' Hearts of þoth, to take his Counſels; 
which are not more truly, or more evi 


Tem 


* - 


oral and 'Eternal. In ſhort; 


. 


May of Wiſdom ſpall hear and do ; and there 
| br hear and live! | 


Exh. 1. Awake ; get ont of the Bed of 


| death, ro Our Duty than to our Interef, 4 


3 9h s Vaice the erieth unto both, and the | 


* qour Sloth z pull of the Curtains you 


-- © * 
+ Ss 


4s 14 


4 

. 

have |; 
A. a 
be 2+ 
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Farn about you, ' to keep out the inviting | | 
Light. The fooliſh Virgins Feep,-and the 
Wiſe do ſlumber? Both, in differenc De- 
do bind 'up their ſpiritual Senſes, 
bchar, 'by the former, nothing of God is 
Seen, or Felt, from Morning to 
Figh; and; by- the /atrer, very little ! 
wn, they do both _ rhem ; | hs Rea- © 
ow an ve, in this Temper they can- 
= And ts from flee ping Sampſon, _ 
holy Spirit departs from Hei! Gur, Si 
Sleep not you, - 44 do others ! Be not of in 
of whom God doth: .complam, that they | 
do not ftir up" themſebves-; but, even as a 
Mad-man So a Storm, do' ſleep "on the" top 
of « Maſt! Live nor choughtleſs and © 
careleſs of God, as one with whom you have 
"nor" to-do! nor deſire to have oe 'Say 


not to-Him-in pra&ice, Depers from us ! 
Be gone out of our Minds'and- Hee! 


| But as the: Spouſe, Now will T ariſe ! 


the Prodiget, hep come t9- himſelf, 1 oi « 
riſe. © As the poor periſhing Lepers, Y 
fit we-here till-we die? The” Eaſe of ip 

Sleep, is ſhort ; the” Haight v4 
"Toon breaks it: -- The Vendir of -it- 1s mor= 
al; Homes more deadly'than'Sletp in'a 
Ina word ; Nothing ' feyeth © 


Banerkgy 


I by 
; + " 
2* v As pg C 


Sinne or manuech Saints, e .than 
; Sloth 0 ſacred. Things, he ma 


| doing, .is #ndging ; whaever.is not ul, B 


not holy. , Andof them who are ſo, every 
| ſlorhful Servant is more. a T hief than. 
\ Servant. : The {lothfulin Bulinels, 'is Bray 
| ther to the Noxhfvul out, of it. | God's..Av> 
URPhaNce 4s.:borh entred and exceed 
Pg li pq Memorable i 15 the Loyal 
P imiſts .wosd,.. Thow:haff commanided. PI 
Fo. keep thy "Rey be oagle 


. ' Babs. "tloghi: foe poor Mandi 
' the Thoughts; a with your Hear 
3 Wits and: Yeriouſy, concerning the Ex 


 Zaxce.... Being come to Thinkipg, by 
of miſpending your. Thoughts; by wig 
waſte, nog a few Souls are loſt 
” Number. being. great, who mind | links 
Religiog. a than may Hacks. The For- 
"-nalities, which: ſwallow up many. Mens 
© Care, are,1in. Reality, no-More.,. Ant 
* fiery Conteptions abour them, the. 
geber co dlerge their Milt 
thao to. diſcharge their; Conſcience-. | oh 
| -whas. Con ie * GREP g Fthes 
Sa WE of: Religion :can pleal 
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Cellency.qnd , Neceſſity of God's Acquos- 
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ay rand Ranalagh. «xg, 
t. Acquaiatance with Him? Or, }] 
=: erence in thoſe NA Ros d.Pra- 
| which, ;cpaſiſt with his Acquain», 

6 IS nat... very tolerable * without. 
fe. and: Variance? . Wherefore, ſhake. 
this: Viper, off\fcom your Hands ; ; . AWA 
with the Serpent and'take Fiſh, away with | 
he Stove. and: take. "Ia cok to the 1 

ad: of the Commandment, ., which is Cha: | 
rity. out uf: 4 -Pure — 4nd: a good Cans 1 
ſcience, and. Faitb, wafeigned, :Mind- you } 
the Saul aud Bad. Religion. be 
intent wat be Garb and. Fl Be.3 
thouſand times —_ careful, to. excel F- 
Acquaintance ,wish, God, which all do a> 
gree-to be SayingtReligion,j, than 
mote. this or; chajOpinion, A 
Men..of in lot 
+ af wherher..ve be. From, 

Mes !..Of theſe Things pus 
remembrance; You; mere FESREA. 
qudyted with! your Creutor ! iN 
icjence, his 'Eavay in your | arts, tell 
you this. Your. Minds were and 0 
know Him ; :and your Wi! 
ſections, to. Chaſe and Long, im. 
Saw. of. God.wes + eat. to or you, .4 $1 

| as Am #5 dork: own. ans. + Heaven: Np 


..& £1 f 


. -_ 
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tive in you, that ye mithtbe ' acquaitie# 
wirh God! And,” if you refuſe wy ', 
you vex God the Holy* Ghoſt, and pur- 

- God the Son' to open ſhame. The Hilys 

-4ouchſafed "inthe Goſpel for God's" Ae- 
quaintance, art incomparably greater thin 

+ thoſe afforded under the Law. So that'if 

you. improve not your Advantages, -you 

© receive greater Damnation” than. Old- 


' vaced, and your Sentence will be- ſo: 
"God's Acquaintante, js great Gain ; and-all 
the World withont it, 'is Vanity and Vexa- 
Fion. If you (enjoy not God, ' the- moſt 
" deſpicable Poſe? enjoys 85* much as you; 
and if you" do enjoy” Him, the bigheſ 
Cherub erhoys no more* than you: Jn 
#ven upon Earth, where there" i leaſt of it. 
Ft acquainted with Him, -you can: have 
no Waxts, but he will ſupply them ;-no 
Loſſes, but he. will repair them ; no Com 
"pars, but he will be Second, yea Prin- 


- 


2s ſure as the 'Fight. 'In'ſhort ; "With- 
F God's Acquaintance, no- Sin will Ae 
is 104, and. no Divine Grace will" lios. 
Wxhour this Acquaintance, Enmity on 


# kn 
l « * " —__— 
P a V 
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| Feſtament * Sinners, Your" Sin is aggra- 


God's Aequazntance there is great Rewark, 


*tipal-in them; and make” the ViQtory * 


'— the Comnteſoof -Ranalagh. 

God' will be np a if buried; hw || 
ted ative. * Heavenly Vertue;:and Love || 
of- God; will not be ſeen» i you ;rorg if | 
ir be, it wilt! be: ſeen! to/-be) bus; pain 
ted, not engraved; » He mult be-w Mancof 
ſuch Thought, >that :is: ever, a6quainked 
with God. - With ſuch Thowpht; His his Hears | 


maſt: tir hins up, - and . hit Spirit: maſt - go 
bi willing! Exod. FY 21. 4 


:: Bxh, 3. Reſolve ; ; purpoſe ;; let '« Pere 
paſs in your: Souls; and deliberately Der } 
n, to get and encreaſe .Acquaintance with 
4. Refſohution is { the: 'anly'- generous * 
Tfue. of Thought. |Whichz hath acver 
been rightly fixed wpon:onr Qujet?s, Or is 
to our Hearts, - when it -15:\barten,; abt | 
bears it not. © Determine now, therefoges , 
and fully engage--to' purſue Acquaiatance. 
with God.. Always to conſulr,-is as bad. 
as never to conſult. at all... For, | what is 
Con(altation. without AGiow f And what 
can be cither.\aiFed heford it's. attemphed, 
'or be attempted before i it be-reſolved'?# In 
'vain I ſpeak; and- in' vain you hear any 
further, if this Reſolution be not fielt {er- 
tled ! If your Wills remain ftill in fus; 
Apence, and you halt between two; be- 
Ween! 


Fe . 72 Band Gdhmoitn 
"aween God's F riendſbip,: nd the World's; 
Ir-were! more/expedient. that 1 ſhould: 6 
gown: and 'weep/ over you, /'than preach 
-*1" and dire& you towhat: you intend 
| Inot... \ The Arfnof” Godprand ihe id 

nag: could not Rdnd upon. the "_ 

Neitherioan a Choice of 'Gox's Av- 

no Miatouarmeer World's. confHt\irn\the 

me Heart. Heaven 4ndEarth.\be .ac 
, ſuch Equals, as that they ſhould com- 

- Pound, and: agree ito. take\6qual-Shares in 

 -our AﬀeRions. $0 that if, any -thiog\be 

 Yone- to. purpoſe, to. this \Kffeft mult. 
our Language® What have 1 to do: 

"Wore with Idols? I do renounce then! 


. 


s Acquaintapre.' I am on 

Jouger now, birt: fixed. T'ſce the Neceſſity, 
awd ceaſe.” from'' rhe! Impertimence of plead- 

Sg Difficulty. Let (it coſt me right Hend, 
ng right Ge ; they ſbatli go, if need. be:! 
 F'will nor 2ive over | ſerkiug this: Acquaid- 
Harte, though I 'die.. No:Man' comes in- 
**d God's Aequaintance and: Favour, till * 
he 15' made thus willing in the Day of hu 

| Poner! [ £ 


has 6 Mk 6 
a 


EY 


h fall: 4 elf to | 
pb porpofe- pohing: my Jolf 0: 
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OSS 
(4 


wkhs 4. We ya he " af1 if pow foi 
oe Has 56g town, _——_—_ be fee- 
yet lift LE IX CVES- arainſ 
ng that, 'avimuch ' as. wa. 1 provoked 
to! Vengennce,; God will,” now, bring | 
mu Tobis Acquaiatince. ' Thar, now —__ | 
$6219: You :t0 :WH/U1L; He: will alſo fre | 
you 0 Do, all that is neceſſary. = 
ble you much, with the afflicive | 
Tg of; your long. -Bangty © unto 
n--not- with hho Temper, 
Me: pet] 20d- your 16. gracious | 
Farher. - Do;-not 4ell _ ſolves, that 
you» {hall never fee any "Good: come of 
your good Purpoſes: : Thar, they-are'in 
vbio ; - hg ae Jos ITN chat 'the- Ma- 
#) 5 ever: 'be*” 
=_ to w_ or you. be made rk 
' 4 qcteptable to-Hym, Bury chat, as'when 
He was willing, you would: not be: re- 
eonciled ; fo,” now that" you are willing, - 
he will :not incline 0 Friendſhip.” Give 
himoot' fo infolently the Lie, with your 
Mouths or Hearts ayd abhor the _ 
Of: his wy _— _—— 
yoor" being une! | your 
| hes the RR He is is pe inplirblp | 


- 
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the Oblation of his Son, nor are you 
anreformable: by the :Power. of - his Sol 
A Spirit, which hehagb-+promiſed» 4 
give unto them that. age pas. you are now 
' \relolved to:.do, and that without cealing, 
 1No' Man. caime ever into God's Acquaio- 
* tance; without this Hope and Confs 
m3", There is Forgiveneſs with 
him? | 


Exh. 5. Seek as for Silver ; ſearch. 6 
* for bid Treaſure, for the ſound Kynowleds - 
-of your Righteouſneſs, your Strength, anil - 
* your Steps, Hope, is'a Spring of - M6- 
*ti0n3-and unto nothing more concert 
-a0g than' this, can it move you; | +” | 
- -: Tour Righteouſneſs, is Feſas Chriſt, His 
| -Righteouineſs, is the true and: only, that 
- Aatisfherh for Iniquity, .and 'meriteth 
Mercy. ,- The great Apoſtle proteſts, a: 
.gainſt Truſt in any beſide. Though, 
after his Converſion, he was a/ſort of 
- .incarnate Angel, he dared to plead nv 
other” Righteouſneſs at God's Tribunal. 
-Knowing all other: Garments -to have 
-both | Defed#s and Defilement, he declareth 
" the Righteouſneſs of God's Son, to be'the 
' Robe of his Salvation, Phil. 3. 7, 8,9. 
"=? Natural 
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| Natural Confcience,, as ſoon as. it's awake 

cies out, What (ball I do to be ſaved ? But; 
goon as its. Eyes-are touched' with the 
Fye-ſalve of the Goſpel, it. fees, that, I 
ia never be ſaved by what it will ever be 
gle ro do ! When we have done all, we art 


profitable Servants. F< $4... 
Your Strength i the Holy Ghoſt. Wehave 


receive from Chriſt ; nor any more ſanQts 
hin Righteouſneſs than we receive trom 
the Holy Ghoſt. The Spirit helpeth our In- 
. {ſrmities, Look over the Goſpel; you 
vill find him entituled to all. To all Grae © 
tes, as the Worker of them; to all Dus» 
ties, as the Aſſiſter in them. He it 15; 
that works all Good in us; and by whom, 
weare acted when we do what is Good. 
The Body is not more dead and unaCtive. 
without the Soul; than the beft Soul is 
without the Holy _ Without him we 
{ran do nothing. No Man can call Jeſws Lord 
tut by the Spirit. | 
Tour Steps (thro Chriſt, and by the Holy 
Jto God's Acquaintance,are theſe. e.gte: 
Painful Senſe of your want of it ; for, Bleſ- 
ſd are they that mourn. Lowging deſirg af- 
ter 3s ; for, Bleſſed are they -rhat _— 
WM B and | 


— 


» more Juſtifying Righteouſneſs than wa 
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and thirſt. Ehimble Acknowledgment of yow 
Weakneſs,and diſability to paiſe your ſelves tg 
tf ; for, Bleſſed are the poor 1n Spirit, Like 
. acknowledgment of your being unworthy that 
God ſhould raiſe you up ; for,we are Ungodly, 
.as well as without Strength, and lefs than 


' the leaſt of God's Mercies. Faith of God; | 


Power and Readineſs, in his Goſpel-way, tg 
raiſe you up to it ; for, He that cometh to 
God, muſt believe that he is, and is a Re- 
warder of them that ſeek him. Faith of his 
Willingneſs, with his Acquaintance, freely to 
give you all things; for, ſos his Promiſe, 
No good Thing will he withhold fromthe 
Upright. Laſtly, Humble Boldneſs in the 
Faith aforeſaid, to truſt and ſerve Him ; 
for, ſois the Divine Preſcription, Let us 
come boldly to the Throne of Grace. When 
" you are come boldly thither, you muſt lay 

down the Body before you can get higher : 
For, it is ſohigh,: that the next Step is Glo- 
ry, faith- one of Note in the Church. 
Theſe things, Bind oz your Fingers, write 
on the Table of your Hearts ! Praying 
inceſantly, that 'by the Holy Spirit's 
ſtrengthning Power, you may ever'take” 


rheſe Steps; and * through Chriſt's me-, |, 


ritory Righteouſneſs, be accepted in _ 
| 5a 'or 
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the Counteſs 9 R 27 2 lagh. 67 . 
For this, keep you praying with all Prayer. | 


Exh. 6. Sanitify a Faſt ; ſome Time [ct 
art, and go Vow unto the Lord to be his ; 
Penny give ,your ſelves unto him ; preſent 
your ſelves living Sacrifices. With what 


| folemnity-is the Nuptial Bondentred, every 


where in the World ? With-what Solemni- 
ty is a Coronation-Oath taken ? Yet, what is 
the Pleaſare of the one, or the Hozour of the 
other, to that of the Covenant of Grate? 
The Covenant, ' by which our Maker be-. 
comes our Husband? And, we are made 
Princes ! How congruous is it, that the 
Day of our entring it, ſhould be kept with 
greateſt Solemnity, and ſignalized as a Day 
never to be forgotten! That, every one 
joined to God therein, ſhould all Days of 
his Life- moſt joyfully commemorate it ; 
laying, This is the Day whereon 1 renewed my 
Baptiſmal Covenant ! Was married to my 
God, was. crowned with the Honour of his 


'near » Acquaintance, ayd enriched with all 


Peace and Good ! Thanks be to God on every + 


Remembrance ! : | 
That this Renewal of our Baptiſmal 


' Vow is needful; and the Repetition of ir, 


upon all proper Occaſions, none can ques. - 
by E 2 fti00, 
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ſtion, The Examples that commend it, 
and the Reaſons that enforce it, ate well 
- knawn, I fay but this; God, though no 
Debtor at all to us, pleaſeth by Promiſes of 
- Free Grace, in effe&, to become one, Men 
- love to have their Favours free ; are impa- 
+ tient of being fettered by Promiſes” unto 
- their Alms-fokls;and doreſerve to themſelves 
| a Power of revoking their Charity at Plea- 
- ſure. But,' God 7s Love; and fuch, that, 
| tho all his Bleſings be Gifts, he condeſcends 


* and allowsthemin a Senſe to have the Qua. 
lity of Debts. In ſhort ; 'tho his. Word is 
eſtabliſhed in Heaven; and with Him is no 
\ ſhadow of turning ; yet his Mercy is ſecured 
| 'by Covenant, and his Covenant ſecured b 
Oath. Even, the higheſt Oath, by his Lf, 
and by his Holineſs. Whatthen ? Shall we, 
+ whoare Debtors, the deepeſt ; we, whoſe 
| Gifts unto Him, all are Debts, and ten 
- thouſand times Jeſs than our Debts; We, 
- whoſe Hearts are falſe, and need be fix'd 
* and-faſtned ; ſſuggiſh alſo, and need to be 
| quickned ; {hall we think much+ to be 
* bound in Vows? Or, ſhall we dare to truſt 
- our Treacherous-Spirits without them? 
| What Bands and Cords can-be coo many 
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for us }: Surely it ſtands.us upon, by theſes 
Yows, as ſo many Gzalzs of Truth, to bind 
0n-U5 #he whale Armour of .God ; if, break: 
ing off our - old Agreement with Hell, we 


would, enter and. maiatain Acquaintence 


with God And thus: doth every Penitent, 


who attends the Overture made by.his Re- 


deemer ; Let him take hold of my Strength; A 
that he may make Peace. with me, and he [ball 
make Peace with me, Ia, 27. 5. Wi 
Exh, 7. Pay your Vow.; rove what is the 
good, and acceptable and perfect Will of Gogy 
be not content to keep you Frong;$reſumptuouy 
Sins, anleſs the Words # Jour. Mouth, and 
the Meditations of your Fteart be acceptable jy 
the fight of God ! Vows turn to a ſad At-- 
count, unleſs, being bound,. you do. thus 
Obey. Taking heed of. Gnats, as well as 
of Camels; of Moats, as. well as of. Beams. 
Ambitious to pleaſe, to well-pleaſe, yea and 
to beſt-pleaſe God.. Your Minds proving 


what doth do fo, by ſtudying it our; your 


Wills, by embracing it; and your ative 
Powers, by practiſing it. Practiſing it to 
the beſt of your Light, and to the utmoſt 
of your Strexgth; with all your Ming, 
and with all your Sou/. For, as fair as the | 
it | E 3 | Tree, ; 


wo ' A Funeral Sermon on © 
Tree of Knowledg'is to look on, the Tres 
of Life is the beſt to feed on. Arid if pra- 
_ Holineſs'be fiot the Life-6f vur Re 
gion, our Judg will abominate 6ur” Heads 
Gold upon Feet of Clay; 'Follow: you 
therefore the A oRRe'S'1 Rule: Am hot- for 
Hypocrites tv ; 9 What (oever - things 
afe True, are FRE "87e Fuſt,: ure Pure $- 
Eovely, are of 2ovd Report + of there bean 
Vertue, (i.e. any more vertitous* than-0- 
thers) if there be apy Praiſe, (i.e. more 
yraiſe-worthy thetorhers) Think on theſe 
rags theſe ThIGg1 &6 ! Tr 1s" true} and a 
Tomfobr MEH thar, in our weak 

ang tem pted Mar God will notirechon eve- 
Yy Sin a Reap ſby *Pligr -wihich*we" a1/a/low 
and 'deplore, He" wilt not vindively re- 
member, As Amity between Princes is 


-* *not broken by what'is done by Pirats, if 


they are not countenanced by ſuprean Com- 
wanders ; fo, our Acquaintance with God 
45 not broke, by every inordinacy of the in- 
feriour Appetite, if it be not indulged by 
the ſuperior Faculties. It the Will dot 


the mean time conſent that the Law is Ho- 


A Juſt, and Good, and calls tothe Us- 
rr ſtanding for Arguments agaioſt the 
breach of it; if the "Mind and- the" Heart 
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do defy *the Sin, the Sin doth not then 
break our Acquaintance. But otherwiſe ; 
itworketh in our Souls a Dread and 4 Diſ-- 
like of God, It maketh that we neither 


dare, nor deſire to approach him. - And, 
cauſeth, on God's Part, a. ſad Reſtraint, 


| and ſuſpenſion of Grace and Peace, as to 


the uſual degree of Communication. Who 
knows not what David's Bones felt, for his 
Sin of this ſort ?; And, who is he, that hath 
not himſelf dearly ſmarted © for it? Or, 
who, that knows God, wonders at it ? He 
will be Juſt as well as Merciful in his deal-. 
ing with his own Children. And will 
make them to know, that he can endure no - 
$1n in ther, that they are able to endure 1a , 
themſelves ! . Sin againſt Knowledg, being 
Death to Acquaintance ! ' Which, it we 
would maintain effeCtually to our Peace, 
we muſt walk as we are taught by Divine + 


, Grace; denying Ungodlineſs and worldly 


Luſts; i.e. retuling aſſent to their lying 
Suggeſtions of Pleafure and Profit; and res 
fuling Conſent unto their 1mportunate' So+ 
licitations. - Behaving our ſelves ſoberly, in 
the Duties of our perſonal Capacity ; Right 
feonſly,--in relative Duties to- Men ; and 


Goaly, in the. Duties of immediate Inter+ 


E 4 courſe. 
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 courfewith God. Then may we, in Peace; 
Look for the bleſſed Hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Stviour 


Jeſus Chriſt ! 


-.,o; Thus Lives, and for rhis- looked the rare 
Chriſtian, whoſe Deceaſe hath occaſioned 
this Diſcourſe, -, 4 Chriſtian much more in 
'* Truth than in Appearance. One. of an ac- 
F quaintance with God, that bare few Leaves 
-. with much Frait. Soveraign Grace moſt 
- richly adorned her Perſon; but my Skill 
ſhall nor be ſtrained to garniſh her Tomb. 
Only, as in the Place of a laſt Exhortati- 
on, -I add thus much, not as Panegyrick, 
\ but as Sermon. Of the Honour of ber 
" Parentage, of the Beauty of her Perſon, 
and other common Gifts, which do not 
make known God's Love or Hatred ; I ſay 
" not any, thing. Eccleſis, hee, tangqam [ur 
 Pervacaneay. aimittit; talth an Antient Bl- 
' ſhop, Though, in the .World theſe do 
make great Figures, the Church takes 
them for no more than Cyphers. This 
only I exhort; The things which ſome of 
you: bave ſeen its her, more of you have 
Fleard, and all - of you (ball cy 
” theſe thines Seek, and theſe Do, and t 
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God.of Peace ſhall be with you.” A ſammary. - | 
of them, as tor ſame Years I have rat 4 
Heard and Seen thera, Lgivein'few wordss 
and in no more than theſe particulars, 


_ Spiritual Underſtanding. Extenſive Knows 
ledg of Revealed as well as of Natural Res 
ligion ; Iztenſive, of Clear as well as of 
true Light; and Applicative, taking all 
that God ſaith as ſpoken to ones ſelf, as 
well as to others, This is what-is wrought 
by :he Union, which God's Children 
have from the Holy 'One. - Thos -is the 
Wiſdom that is unto Salvation. This was 
eminently in Her of whom we ſpeak, a 
Guide unto Duty, anda Keeper therein "8: 

Judg condemning for Negle& of Duty, 
and a Lifor, puniſhing for all doneamil, 

Ocher Light, is but Jens fatwws; other | 
Knowledg, but Learned Ignorance. 4 


Holy Aﬀettions.' Holily Diretted, by the 
Diftates of an informed Judgment ; h6- 
lily Set upon deſerving Objeas:; and ho» 
lily Proportionated, according to their vas» 
rious Degrees of Goodneſs, 'and Deſerts. 
Theſe AﬀeQions, are our Souls Feet, a 
Wings ;- in Aﬀions Natural, Civil, _ 
"0 4 | els 
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Religious, theſe are the things that moves; 
Infomuch, that while theſe are Naught, 
we cannot doithe leaſt Good, ' But, when 


. theſe are ReAified, 11 the Goſpe! Senſe we 


are Perfeit; and throughly Furniſhed unto 
every good Work. The Father and the Faſhi- 
ener of' 'Spitits, ſo regulated the AﬀeRQions 
of this his Servant's Spirit ;*'that, Ene- 
mies; if ſhe had'any, would confeſs them 


. tO have bin'ſer apon the One thing neceſſary! 
and ſo ſet;as hith been ſaid ! 


\ ©” True Diligence. Such\as ſtirs Prompth, 


as Flames do Aſcend ; "Earneſftly, as for 


 Life,- with all Violence' and - with both 

.Hands; and Inceſſantly,, 'as Waters flow 
. from Fountains, Such was her Induſtry in 
- Sacred Aﬀairs. Unto them, her Inclina- 
" #iop prevented Human Per{waſion ; and in 
them ſhe appeared to be+inone of that fad 


Multitude . who ſo Pray as though they 


cared not whether they ſped; and fo. 
: Hear God's Word, as though they de- 
fired nothing leſs than to Profit. Who 


ever ſaw her in Prayer, - but moſt Fer- 


vent? in Hearing, but moſt fixedly In- 
+ tent ? A. moſt uſeſul *Pattery ro the 
* Congregation - wherein- ſhe Worſhipped. 
=F Her 


ng to 
the laſt.; her Spirit was Willing;.whew hen 
Wis Weak: The very. Day: before:tier 
Aſcenſion, how eagerly. did ſheoRpinc, when 
ſhe could not ſpeak ; and make $izx5 when 
ſhe could utter no Words, to-have Holy 
Prayer:put up? There was no extin&ion of 
the Fire upon her Alcar ; ; it Aſcended with 
Her. : 


\-Exagilary Patience: A Silenth-ſubmits 
ting one, as that of: David, who was Dumb, 
becauſe 'it was God-: who {mote him; a 
Thankfully- Accepting. one, as: that of Job, 
who Bleſſed God: Taking away good 1things, 
as'well a5 Giving of them'; and aC hear fully 


Receivinz one, as thatof the-Apoftle's, who 
Gloried, or R&joiced\ in Tribulations ! In | 


all her Ae throughout her long 


- Sickneſs, 1 heard 'ho Murmuring ! But a 
petual Acknowledgment of the Divine: 
Goodneſs, in Mirigating her Pains, and 


Moderating her Sorrows ! 


Profound Thankfulneſs. Cordial, when 


the Heart is by Gitrs made an Oblationto 
the Giver; Oral, when the Mouth 1s made 


: FFrom pet of his Good nels ; Prattical, when 


the (ounteſsof Ranalagh. 55 } 


Her Perſeveraxce in this, was utnfainti 


it's, 
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 $madethe Bulinels of aur whols:Life 
| awpivebimpabe Glory of bis Bounty. This, 
. which is the-Goul of all Religion, was gat 
 fpicuoflyirhe Exerciſt.and Delight of h 

| Religious Saul. "PT 


OY p | ; 
Vaiverſai Godlineſs. The higheſt -and |; 
moſt folema ReſpeQs toward God, as the 
Firſt Cauſe, aſcribing all Good unto Hiai, 
- and Truſting Him for all; as the Chiefef 
Good, Reverencing of Him and Deligtiting 
 anHitm;as the Suprears Power,fubjeCting us 
to:his Authority, and yielding Obedience 
# his Laws; as the Left Ex, Gloritying 
- Him in all Things, and above all Things! 
F Q happy Days, when there ſhall be found 
many ſuch: manner of Perſons, for all holy 
Converſation and Godlineſs:! 


| | Chriſtian Charity. Of Pity, towards God's 
 Enermics; of Pardoyv, towards our own 
Enemies; of Complecence in good Men ; of 
* 'Benevolence to all Men, This was her 
' Sweet and Gepntle Temper, her Kyzzd and 
Meek Spirit | A Temper molt Delightful to 
her ſelf, moſt Bezeficial to all about her, 


+ moſt Like anto God, and moſt Acceptable to 
Ex 


Him! 
_ a 
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Excellent and regular Moderation. Such 
Government of the: AﬀeCtions, as keepetly | 
fom-being brought under . the Power of  any3 | 
ather in the Purſuit or Vſe of things Tems || 
poral. That, wherein the deſiring Ap- 


xtite, is, with Sobriety and Temperance, || 


reſtrain'd from inordinate Pleaſure ; and 
| the angry Appetite, is, with Fortitude and 
Patience bridled from unrighteous Wrath. 
That, whereby we are enfranchiſed from 
Captivity unto Senſe, and have Spiritual 
Dominion eſtabliſhed over our Brutiſh part. 
That, whereby we are Crucified to the 
World, and the World is Crucified to wo, . 
s the Sacred Writer ſpeaks; \q. d. the 
| Love and Fear of the World is regula- 
ted in us; ſo that it can no more ſeduce 
or Terrify us. -That, through © which 
Chriſtian Souldiers, get the. Maſtery over 
the bloody Confpirators; this World (their 
Tempter) and the Body (their Traitor.) 
Surrounded with Riches and Honours, and: | 
in a Proſperity, full of Temptations, as” 
Nilzs of Crocodiles, this Moderation of 
her's, was well known ! In our lower ſta- 
tions, -of fewer Blandiſhments and Pro | 
vocations, may ' our like Moderation be 
tzopn unto all Men ! , 
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Hope to the End. . Aﬀent to the Truth F: 


of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; Reliance upon the 
Goodneſs of God reconciled by Him ; Ex- 
pump of the promiſed incorruptible In. 


ritance; and all three maintained unto: 


Death. Of the many Months, whereof I 
was not abſent from her Chamber many 
Days, never could I diſcern her Hope tobe 
departed. Nor ever heard her complain, 
* that it was Departed. Indeed, the beſt 
Hope ſometime lieth Proftrate ; Abraham, 
was not always Abraham. When it was 

worſt with her, it was no worſe than with 
Fob, in whoſe words ſhe expreſs'd it; Tho 
Slay me, I will Truſt in Him ! He knows 
"the Way that I have Choſen ! It's not every 
- dark-Cloud, that maketh Night ; nor every 
© ſad-Donbt and Fear, that is to be named 
- Deſpair. This therefore I teſtify ; I have 
+ oft ſeen her Troubled, but not once Diſtre/- 
"ſed; often Perplexed, but not once in De- 
” [pair ! May all that hear this, have ſo well- 
- Þailt Hope in their Death ! Then, how ter- 
© Tibly ſoever the old Serpent may 77/s, mor- 
© tally it ſhall not Sting ! Whereof, Lam- 
* Much the more confident, becauſe of that 
- wherein ſhe peculiarly excelled, 


Con- ; ; *\ 


—— ci. cM. | 


_ eo a. PT ns | mabl.c. te Wn, fr OY) = ff 


"thoughts of her Self; a W111, of no deſire 
*to be thought more highly of than is meet ; 
"a Language and Behaviour convincingly 
ſhowing both. No, Obſervation, or Read- 
'ing of mine, hath given me to know the 
Saint, wherein Humility had its more per- 
fe&t Work. Bur, hereof ſo much is known, 
that no more ſhall be zo/d, This only is 
ſuggeſted ; it's nothing but Acquaintance 
with God, that can traly Humble or Com- 
fort Men and Angels. This it is that mak- 
cth Seraphims to cover their Wings, Feet, and 
Faces ; and to feel a fulneſs of Foy and Plea 
ſures for evermore 1n ſo doing. Which, it 


is moſt reaſonab'e to believe, ſhe is now en+ 
joying with them. Inſomuch, that I am * 


bold thus to cor:clude ; I would to God that 
not only I, but alſo all that hear me this Day, 
were both almoſt and altogether ſuch, as it is 


meet to believe this great Lover of her Godl'\ 
was ; except but her Infrmities, which ſhe: 
ever bewalied, and Tr:balations, through * 
which ſhe Paſled into the Heavenly King- 


dom | Amen. 
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Conſpicuous Humility. A Mind, of low - || 
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